
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 
Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   September 2018 

Hello from PK 

Hello Epiphany UCC!! I am so excited to 
be your called, settled pastor starting on 
Sept. 1. I am going to be jumping right in 
preaching on Sept. 2 and the sermon that 

day is mostly the story of my 
faith journey. Our Adult Class 
in Sept. will be all about faith 
journeys and sharing our faith 
stories, and with five Sundays 
everyone who wants to should 
get a chance to share. 

For now, Wednesdays from 
breakfast to 4pm are going to 
be my regular office hours, 

drop in during those times, or make an 
appointment for other times. The best 
ways to contact me are email at 
revkristofer@yahoo.com or you can text or 
call me at 618-540-7439. If you need a 
home visit, or you are going into the 
hospital, please, call or text me so I can 
make sure you get a visit. 
 
 (More from Pastor Kris/Kryssie on page 2.) 

So Long, Farewell 

Do you remember, in the musical, “The Sound of 
Music,” when the Trapp family is leaving the 
concert hall, they sing the song with these words; 
“So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, goodbye.” 

I hear people saying “Never say 
goodbye. It sounds so final.” But it 
isn’t final. It is a blessing. It is short 
for “God be with you!” In Spanish, 
that is vaya con Dios – “Go with 
God.” Or in my case, as I leave, it is 
a prayer that you will stay with God. 

My two years among you have 
been good. I have been glad to be 
among a people who really mean it when they 
say: “Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here.” And I have 
found fast friends here, whom I shall greet again 
far down the road when your new pastor has 
become your Pastor and I am a memory. In the 
meantime, au revoir. No coming back, because  
I need to stay out of the way of your new spiritual 
guide. 

I do want to observe that Epiphany Church and 
the congregations before it, are still alive 
because, while holding on to the core of our faith, 
they have been willing to change with the times. 
The church keeps reviving. God bless you as you 
enter a new lease on life.  

Fare well, 

David Beebe 

P.S.  By the way, Maria von Trapp hugged me 
once. I have never forgotten that. 

In This Issue 
 

 Welcome Potluck 

 Rally Day 

 Epiphany Trivia 

 Many more announcements! 
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Lectionary Readings 
for September 2018 

 

You can deepen your 
experience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 
advance of Sunday. 
Worship services are often 
(but not always) based on 
one of the lessons of the 
week. 
 

September 2 
Song of Solomon 

2:8-13 
Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
September 9 

Proverbs  
22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Psalm 146 
James 

2:1-10,, (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
September 16 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark:27-38 

 
September 23 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 
September 30 

Esther  
7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 

   (continued from page 1.) 
They teach in interim training that transition times can feel like 
wandering in the wilderness - “From the wilderness of Sin the 
whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim…” (Exodus 
17:1) and that calling the new pastor is something like crossing 
into the promised land. It is a useful metaphor, but it ignores 
the fact that once they entered the promised land the real work 
(and the real fighting) began. Organizing and governing a 
settled people is in many ways harder than leading nomads 
through the wilderness - leading the nomads means moving 
from water source to water source; leading the settled people 
means figuring out the best use of time, resources, and person 
power as well as working to challenge them to progress 
without that visible, tangible goal to chase and without 
upsetting the settled-ness. 

As your pastor, scripture (Ephesians 4:11-12) says that my 
main role is to equip YOU (yes, it means “church members” 
when it says “the saints”) to do the ministries to which you are 
each called - in the UCC we acknowledge this and further 
specify that we do this by preaching, teaching, administering 
the Sacraments, visiting, and providing pastoral care. Your 
church profile made it clear that among the leadership skills 
you were seeking one important one was around discerning 
how best to use resources, including the time and talents of 
volunteers - with an eye toward keeping us from burning out as 
individuals, and as a congregation. In order to do this I’m going 
to need you (yes, all of you) to share with me your stories, your 
dreams and hopes for Epiphany and the world, what ministries 
you value, what ministries may need tweaking or have outlived 
their usefulness, what’s missing and what we can do better - 
as well as what resources are needed be they material, 
educational, or spiritual… You can email me, call, stop by the 
office and talk (especially if you have grief or passion about 
particular ministries we are or aren’t doing), write an old 
fashioned letter if you like… I’ll be listening and taking the time 
to get to know you as individuals and as a congregation. 

Come Holy Spirit, come; blow through us and stir us up to 
greater heights of ministry, greater depths of love and justice, 
and help us live the journey - moving ever closer to your Kin-
dom! In Jesus’ lovely and mighty name we pray, Amen!! 

Peace and blessings, 
 
 
 
Pastor Kris/Kryssie Avise-Rouse 
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Let’s celebrate and welcome Pastor Kris 

on their first Sunday with us! 

On Sept. 2, please plan to stay after worship to 

have a potluck welcome for PK. Main course 

and dessert will be provided, but bring other 

side dishes to share.  

Sept. 16—Informational Forum 

Following worship on Sept. 16, please stay 

after to hear news from the church council.   

Second Sunday Noisy Offerings 

Our next set of noisy offerings will go to 

BACK@YOU—an organization that gives 

backpacks to homeless people filled with items 

that help them survive life on the street. Norma 

Keller knits scarves for this organization, and 

you can learn more about what they do at 

www.backatyou.org. 

SHARE YOUR GIFTS 

This will appear in the Enlightener periodically, as needs arise. 

 We need someone who does woodworking to build  

a stand for a cross in the sanctuary. 

 The church needs a leaf blower. 

 The church is in need of a person to coordinate care of the 

serenity garden and other outdoor Spaces at the church. 

Please see Chris Heckendorn if interested. 
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Tutors Needed 

A St. Louis based organization, Immigrant 
Refugee Women’s Program, is expanding its 

tutoring program for immigrants, especially immigrant children, in English and life skills. 
It is in need of more tutors. If you can give one hour twice a week in the home of a 
student, please call 314-771-1104 or contact director@inwp.net for further information. 

Knowledge of a second language is not required. Classes are taught in English. No prior 
teaching experience is necessary. Classes are scheduled around volunteer’s location 
and availability. IRWP offices are on Arsenal in Tower Grove: 36728 Arsenal Street, St. 
Louis, MO 63116. 

So far this year IRWP volunteers have helped 331 students to grain confidence, 
independence, and the ability to communicate better in English. 

St. Louis Association Women, 
UCC FALL GATHERING 

 
The Fall Gathering for St. Louis Association Women, 
UCC will be at Cape Albeon Senior Living Community 
(3380 Lake Bend Drive, Valley Park, MO) on 

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2018. 

Registration (with coffee, rolls and pastries) begins at 9 a.m. Included in the events is 
a presentation and discussion about “Interactive, Interdependent and Intriguing 
Interfaith Relationships!” hosted by David Mehl, staff at Interfaith Partnership of 
Greater St. Louis. A buffet lunch will be at noon followed by a worship service with the 
offering to Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. 

Registration is $10, and the deadline is Sept. 14. The $10 fee includes lunch. Contact 
and pay Anne Little by Sept. 10 if you’d like to go with any other Epiphany women, and 
she will register you. 

Come, bring your friends and enjoy the day together with other UCC women. 

Benton Park Halloween Parade  

& Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, October 27, 12 until 4 in Benton Park. 

Featured band: Joe Pastor and the St. Louis 

Legacy Ensemble 
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Do you know a possible tenant for Epiphany? 

 

Restoration of the offices and conference rooms on the 

ground floor of the Fellowship Hall building has been 

completed. It is likely that some of those spaces will be made 

available for rental to nonprofit organizations. If you know of a 

nonprofit looking for office space in the city of St. Louis, you 

might suggest that they give the church a call. 

Rally Day is Sept 9, come celebrate a new program year of Christian 
Education at Epiphany! Renew an old habit, or start a new one by 

covenanting to be a part of Sunday School for the year. 
 

Adult Education class will be sharing faith stories in September and 
studying “Shame in scripture and culture” for October. Pastor Kris will be 

facilitating in September and teaching in October.  
 

Join us at 9:15 a.m. in the classroom off Fellowship Hall.  
 

Children’s Sunday School will be after worship until 12:30 (as needed). 
 

To get things kicked off, we will have  
ICE CREAM  SUNDAES 

after worship on Sept. 9.  
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WHEN:   November 17, 2018 — Doors at 6:30 p.m., Trivia begins at 7 p.m. 

WHERE:   St. John’s Evangelical UCC  

      11333 St. John’s Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123 

DETAILS: 8 people per table—$200/table ($25/person) 

    or  $160/table ($20/person) when you donate non-perishable food items 

 

   Snacks and soda provided, but you may bring outside food and alcohol 

   50-50 Raffle, Mulligans, Heads-or-Tails, silent auction, and much more!   

   Table awards for best decorated table, best snack, and most items donated. 

To reserve a table, contact Wes Buchek at  

314-200-5334 (text or call) or 

wbuchek@gmail.com 

Thanksgiving 
Themed Trivia 

November 17 

We need gift basket donations for the Trivia Night silent 

auction. If you can donate a themed gift basket, or just 

have items that would be good to auction off, contact Wes 

Buchek at wbuchek@gmail.com. 

Epiphany Trivia Night 
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Acoustic Evenings  

@ Epiphany 

Acoustic Evenings at Epiphany  

are coming soon! 

More details are coming, so stay tuned.  

Tentatively, we are planning to have 

one fall concert, and two spring concerts 

Wider Church Fellowship Opportunities 

Eden Theological Seminary invites you and your conference members 

to join them for Opening Convocation -  Aug. 27. 

You are invited to join the students, faculty and staff of Eden Theological Seminary for 
Opening Convocation at 11:30 am in Eden's Wehrli Chapel. The members of the incoming 
class and returning students are both welcome. 

Rev. Dr. David Greenhaw, President of Eden Seminary, will welcome the gathered 
community. The Opening Convocation address will be given by Dr. Jennifer Leath, Pastor of 
Campbell Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church and Assistant Professor of Religion 
and Social Justice at Illiff School of Theology. 

Immediately following you are invited to be our guest for a picnic lunch in the Schroer 
Commons. This will be an informal opportunity for conversation with students, faculty, staff 
and friends. 

Installation of Rev. Mike Krewson at St. Philips—Sept. 16. 

The St. Louis Association, in cooperation with St. Philips United Church of Christ, invites 
your presence at the installation of their new pastor, Rev. Mike Krewson on Sunday, 
September 16 at 5 pm. 10708 Lavinia Drive, St. Louis, MO. Please RSVP to 
314.843.5100. Rev. Dr. Carol Barner will be the preacher. 
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YOUR VALUES VENUE FOR LUNCH MEETINGS 

 

THE  

KITCHEN TABLE 

(Worker Owned) 

 

Thursdays: 11:30 –1:00 

2911 McNair St.  

St. Louis, MO 63118 

314-728-9800 

A women’s empowerment enterprise at Epiphany United Church of Christ 
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September Calendar 

 

 

September 1—Saturday 

September 2—Sunday  

      Welcome Pastor Kris 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

     Pot luck dinner following worship 

September 3—Monday 

September 4—Tuesday 

September 5—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

      Hope UCC 

      6 p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

September 6—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

September 7—Friday 

September 8—Saturday 

      1:30 p.m. Christian Education meeting  

September 9—Sunday 

      RALLY DAY! 

 9:15 a.m. Adult discussion       

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

September 10—Monday 

September 11—Tuesday  

September 12—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  with 

 St. Lucas 

September 13—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

           1  

       2      3       4      5   6      7    8  

       9  10    11    12    13  14    15  

   16  17    18  19  20   21    22  

      23  24    25    26    27   28    29    

      30 

September 14—Friday 

September 15—Saturday 

September 16—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

September 17—Monday  

 6:30 p.m. Church Council 

September 18—Tuesday 

September 19—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 St. John / Mehlville 

      6 p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

September 20—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

September 21—Friday 

September 22—Saturday 

September 23—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult discussion       

 10:30 a.m. Worship  

September 24—Monday 

September 25—Tuesday 

September 26—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown 

September 27—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

September 28—Friday 

September 29—Saturday 

September 30—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 

  



  

 

Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

 

May Appeal 
 

Sandy Kohring 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Kohring 

Margaret Zapf 
Norma Smith 

Beth Tibbs 

Stewardship Update 

For 2 months 
ending July 2018 

 

         Actual      Budget 

 

Contributions                    $ 7,415            $ 8,834 
Memorials      0             0 
Special  Appeals                      375                       0 
Fundraisers       0                   0 
Facilities Rental  1,812    1,982 
Urban Mission Exp.             5,775               6,000 
JNM Utilities  0            0 
Interest  18               34 
Parsonage  1,945     1,900 
e-scrip  24             16 

 

 

 

Mission:  1,568 1,833 
Christian Educ./Camp  0 80 
Worship & Leadership        9,677               9,292 
Comm./Evangelism  743 800 
Hospitality & Insurance      3,446               2,597 
Utilities  2,023     2,804 
Other                                           94               1,551 

 

Income:          YTD       YTD 

Other                                         32                        0        

Total Income                $ 17,396            $ 18,766 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses              $  17,551         $ 18,957 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Auhmada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor, David Beebe  
President, Rev. Chance Beeler  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  

Anne Little, Larry Gaines, Lois Yatzeck 

 

 

 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

September 

 

Bella Winters 9/2 

Adelle Bellamy 9/13 

Dante Couch 9/15 

Dorothy Gannon 9/23 

Mark Carlson 9/28 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    

If you have a story or experience to share 

in The Enlightener, please contact Wes 

Buchek or email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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