
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 
Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   October 2018 

PK’s Little Epiphanies  

As I’m settling in to my shiny NEW ministry with you 
(and feeling out what it means to be a part-time pastor) 
it occurred to me that the “pretty good communication” 
I’m used to in the church just isn’t good enough. We are 
all going to need excellent communication to make this 
work, so I’ll start. I’ve been told I use too many names 
for myself, and people don’t know what to call me. That 
really comes down to what you are comfortable with. 
Any version of Pastor Kris, Kryssie, or PK are all fine 
with me. You will not offend me by calling me by one of 
my names, given or chosen… so don’t stress over it, 
please!  
 
Office hours, for right now, are on Wednesdays from 
roughly 9-4 and Saturdays roughly 10:30-3. These are 
not fixed times as appointments and wider church 
meetings take me out of the office, sometimes on short 
notice. It is best to call, text, or email if you need a time to 
meet with me in the office. 
 
Text and email are the very best ways to get in touch with 
me – my cell phone # is 618-540-7439 for calls and text 
messages and revkristofer@yahoo.com is the VERY best 
email if you want me to see it and respond right away. 
 
On to loftier things! I don’t think I’ve ever had such joy in a church meeting as I did in the 
September Council meeting here at Epiphany. It was clear that the council understands, 
embraces, and even defends the spirit of this congregation. This was exemplified by a 
reminder to the fund raising committee to ‘make sure the company you are thinking of 
partnering with doesn’t support things we oppose, or vice versa. Like that chicken 
restaurant we won’t use because they aren’t inclusive!’ (That is a rough paraphrase – but 
you get the flavor of it.) That would not have even been an afterthought in some of the 
churches I’ve been part of. 
 
            (Continued on page 2.) 
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Lectionary Readings 
for October 2018 

 

You can deepen your 
experience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 
advance of Sunday. 
Worship services are often 
(but not always) based on 
one of the lessons of the 
week. 
 

October 7 
Job 1:1;2:1-10 

Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 
 

October 14 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

 
October 21 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 
Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

 
October 28 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm 126 

Hebrews 7:23-28 

Second Sunday Noisy Offerings 

Our next set of noisy offerings will go to 

BACK@YOU—an organization that gives 

backpacks to homeless people filled with items 

that help them survive life on the street. Norma 

Keller knits scarves for this organization, and 

you can learn more about what they do at 

www.backatyou.org. 

 (continued from page 1.) 
 
October 7 is World Communion Sunday and also the 
Neighbors in Need offering. “Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a 
special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of 
this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 
grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work 
ranges from direct service to community organizing and 
advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving 
our immigrant neighbors and communities.” ucc.org 
 
This is an opportunity for us to support work we believe in 
far beyond our own community. Please prayerfully consid-
er how you can support this important offering. 
 
Peace and blessings, 

October 14 
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Informational Forum 

Recently, the church council hosted an informational forum after worship on Sept. 16, 2018. 
Here are some highlights from this meeting. 

* The church council recognizes that a lot has happened in a short period of time. We had a 
meet and greet event with a prospective pastor, a worship service led by a prospective 
pastor, followed by a congregational meeting where Rev. Kris Avise-Rouse was unanimously 
called as our new pastor. Subsequently, we said goodbye to Interim Pastor David Beebe and 
welcomed Pastor Kris as a new member and pastor of Epiphany UCC. 

* In addition to these events, Sue Kupfer, who has led the Urban Mission Experience for the 
past 11 years, announced that she is stepping down from her role. This means that we are 
currently in the search for a new coordinator for this important ministry. If you are interested in 
learning more about this role, please contact Pastor Kris or myself. 

* Also, Rev. Del Miller has recruited kitchen managers to lead the Wednesday morning 
breakfast teams and has stepped away from his leadership role. We will be celebrating Del’s 
efforts in a worship service in the coming months. 

* We discussed that recently a large tree had 
died in the memorial garden and a member 
arranged and paid to have it removed, due to 
concerns for safety. We also discussed the 
electronic keyboard is missing and that 
efforts are underway to have it replaced. 
There are a few members who are willing to 
help pay for a replacement. Discussion about 
how to best secure the keyboard followed. 

* In an effort to be transparent about our 
finances, we discussed an unbudgeted 
expense that was paid to meet the 
contractual agreement with Interim Pastor David, in that there was a clause in his call 
agreement stating that any unused vacation time would accumulate and would be paid out 
upon his departure. The reason this was not budgeted was that in the past, the pastor had 
used their vacation allotment. The amount of the vacation payout, plus two weeks of 
severance amounted to $5241.46. 

Following these discussions was an interview style discussion with Pastor Kris. Here is a 
synopsis of what was discussed: 

* Pastor Kris prefers not to use the term Reverend, but instead Pastor Kris or Kris. 

* Pastor Kris discussed what it means to be gender nonbinary and/or gender queer. These 
terms reflect a spectrum of expressing one’s gender that does not limit to the binary of male/
female.      (continued on page 4.) 

Hey! What’s going on? 



4 

 

For Love of Neighbor 

 

Christmas is coming! If you didn’t know it, look at all the catalogs 

in your mailbox. One ad for Flannel Shirts says “All the colors, all 

the sizes.” Could this be a reminder of who is my neighbor? I’ve 

been hearing about and seeing  pictures of “all my neighbors” 

and guess what—they come in all colors and sizes from all 

places.  

I have neighbors who are living in shelters because their homes 

are flooded. I have neighbors whose children don’t have breakfast in the morning. I have 

neighbors who are in wheelchairs or have lost a limb. I have neighbors who live daily 

surrounded by violence. I have neighbors who are white and middle class but yearn for 

meaning in their lives and a place to belong. On Oct. 7, you have an opportunity to give 

to Neighbors in Need, an annual offering of the United Church of Christ that supports 

ministries of compassion and justice. Together we can make A Just World for all.  

  (continued from page 3.) 

 
* Pastor Kris stated that the plural pronouns of they, them, there are preferred, though if 
someone uses him or his Pastor Kris will not be upset. 

* Pastor Kris reflected on the fact that they have to work a second job due to the high cost of 
benefits for their family and the fact that their salary from Epiphany covers the cost of benefits 
for their family. Currently Pastor Kris is working two days in the church office (Wednesday and 
Saturday) and works five days as an auto parts delivery driver. Pastor Kris discussed wanting 
to find a way to have their second job be as a chaplain or other part time ministry related posi-
tion. 

* Pastor Kris discussed hopes and dreams for their time as pastor with Epiphany. These in-
clude becoming a WISE trained certified congregation for mental health support, hopes for in-
terfaith partnerships. But first, learn about and hear from the congregation about their hopes 
and dreams. 

The informational forum was widely viewed as helpful and council received positive comments 
about the possibility of future forums. 

Sincerely, 
Rev. Chance Beeler, Council President. 

https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/neighbors_in_need
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Do you know a possible tenant for Epiphany? 

 

Restoration of the offices and conference rooms on the ground 

floor of the Fellowship Hall building has been completed. It is 

likely that some of those spaces will be made available for 

rental to nonprofit organizations. If you know of a nonprofit 

looking for office space in the city of St. Louis, you might 

suggest that they give the church a call. 

Thanks to all the people who volunteered to mow the 

Epiphany lawns this summer: Gail Ahumada, Wes 

Buchek, Morgan Copeland, Larry Gains, Pete 

Ruthenburg, and John Scott. We really appreciate your 

work on those hot days! 

WANTED 
 
 We need someone who does 

woodworking to build a stand for a cross 

in the sanctuary. 

 The church needs a leaf blower. 

 The church is in need of a person to 

coordinate care of the serenity garden 

and other outdoor Spaces at the church. 

Please see Chris Heckendorn if interested. 
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WHEN:   November 17, 2018 — Doors at 6:30 p.m., Trivia begins at 7 p.m. 

WHERE:   St. John’s Evangelical UCC  

      11333 St. John’s Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123 

DETAILS: 8 people per table—$200/table ($25/person) 

    or  $160/table ($20/person) when you donate non-perishable food items 

 

   Snacks and soda provided, but you may bring outside food and alcohol 

   50-50 Raffle, Mulligans, Heads-or-Tails, silent auction, and much more!   

   Table awards for best decorated table, best snack, and most items donated. 

To reserve a table, contact Wes Buchek at  

314-200-5334 (text or call) or 

wbuchek@gmail.com 

Thanksgiving 
Themed Trivia 

November 17 

We need gift basket donations for the Trivia Night silent 

auction. If you can donate a themed gift basket, or just 

have items that would be good to auction off, contact Wes 

Buchek at wbuchek@gmail.com. 

Epiphany Trivia Night 
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The Rev. Debbie Dehler, St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Indianapolis: 

There are days when I cannot forget those painful memories of being inappropriately 
touched, of watching people I love become stupid drunk and do dumb things. This has been a 
week when those memories have been magnified. … I’m sad. I’m angry. I’m frustrated. I don’t 
want to go back over my life and relive these experiences, but I am, I have, and, honestly, I 
must. … 

I’m not here to tell you who to believe — Judge Kavanaugh or Dr. Ford. I’m not here to tell 
you what I believe. I think I’m here to ask you to be open to listening. 

Be open to listen because there are many people, like me, who have unconsciously dug up 
long-buried memories who might need to talk. They might be talking about it for the first time 
or the hundredth. I ask you to listen. … Simply listen. Do not try to fix. Do not try to explain. 
Do not do anything but provide for them the safe place in which to express their story. 
Respect their physical boundaries. Ask for permission to speak or to touch. This is a 
vulnerable time, and they trusted you to share it with them. That is a sacred gift... 

The Rev. Emily C. Heath, Congregational Church in Exeter, N.H.: 

Did you see the names [Ford] was called? Did you see the way she was treated on social 
media? Did you see how before she even spoke, her life was threatened? Did you see how 
scared she was when she took that oath to tell the truth? 

No matter what happens now, do you know who else saw it? A whole generation of 
teenagers, of all genders. And I’m sure that more than a few 15-year-old girls saw it, too. And 
I’m also sure that some of those 15-year-old girls have secrets that they haven’t told anyone 
yet. And I’m sure that now at least some of them never will. They’ve seen what happens. … 

Talk to the young people in your life. I don’t care their gender; talk to them. Tell them that they 
have control over their own body. Tell them that if someone is touching them or pressuring 
them and they are uncomfortable, they have the right to say no. … Tell them that if someone 
hurts them, they can tell you, and you will believe them. 

And tell them this, too: Tell them that they don’t have the right to touch anyone who doesn’t 

want to be touched. Tell them that consent matters, and no means no. Tell them to respect 

the boundaries that others set on their bodies. Tell them that this is the expectation you have 

of them because you love them and because God loves us all. 

CURRENT EVENTS 

On Oct. 2, The Washington Post featured excerpts from sermons from 

around the country from the previous Sunday discussing the Brett 

Kavanaugh and Dr. Christine Blasey Ford Senate hearings. Here are a few: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2018/10/02/what-is-truth-pastors-across-spectrum-preach-kavanaugh-ford/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.a6830194b797
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October Calendar 

 

 

October 1—Monday 

October 2—Tuesday 

 Benton Park Neighborhood Assoc 7 
p.m. 

October 3—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with  

      Hope UCC 

 PK office hours 

      6 p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

October 4—Thursday 

October 5—Friday 

October 6—Saturday 

 PK office hours 

 1:30 p.m. Fundraising Committee 

 3 p.m. Christian Education 

October 7—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

 Neighbor In Need Offering 

October 8—Monday 

October 9—Tuesday 

October 10—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  with 

 St. Lucas 

 PK office hours 

October 11—Thursday 

October 12—Friday 

October 13—Saturday 

 PK office hours 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

      1   2     3       4      5   6       

       7    8   9 10    11    12    13   

      14    15    16 17    18  19  20    

      21    22    23 24    25    26    27 

      28    29    30   31 

October 14—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 15—Monday 

 6:30 p.m. Church Council 

October 16—Tuesday 

October 17—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 St. John / Mehlville 

 PK office hours 

      6 p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

October 18—Thursday 

October 19—Friday 

October 20—Saturday 

 PK office hours 

October 21—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

 Choir practice following worship 

October 22—Monday  

October 23—Tuesday 

October 24—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown 

 PK office hours 

October 25—Thursday 

October 26—Friday 

October 27—Saturday 

 PK office hours 

October 28—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 29—Monday 

October 30—Tuesday 

October 31—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany 

 PK office hours 



  

 

Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

Stewardship Update 

For 3 months 
ending August 2018 

 

         Actual      Budget 

 

Contributions                 $ 13,009          $ 13,251 
Memorials      0             0 
Special  Appeals                      375                       0 
Fundraiser                                  30                   0 
Facilities Rental  2,718    2,973 
Urban Mission Exp.            7,100                9,000 
JNM Utilities  0            0 
Interest  56               51 
Parsonage  2,546    2,850 
e-scrip  36             24 

 

 

 

Mission:  1,954 2,768 
Christian Educ./Camp  0 120 
Worship & Leadership     12,948             12,785 
Comm./Evangelism  1,058 1,198 
Hospitality & Insurance      3,672              3,896 
Utilities  2,916     4,206 
Other                                      1,848              3,252 

 

Income:          YTD       YTD 

Other                                            0                        0        

Total Income                $ 25,870            $ 28,149 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses             $  24,396          $ 28,325 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Auhmada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

 

 

The Kitchen Table 

 

After many Thursday lunches 

served, the Kitchen Table has 

closed its doors for the time 

being and will no longer be 

offering Thursday lunches.  

 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

 

 

 

Pastor, Rev. Kristofer Avise-Rouse  
President, Rev. Chance Beeler  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  
Anne Little, Larry Gaines, Lois Yatzeck 

 

 
 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

September 

 

Bella Winters 9/2 

Adelle Bellamy 9/13 

Dante Couch 9/15 

Dorothy Gannon 9/23 

Mark Carlson 9/28 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    

If you have a story or experience to share 

in The Enlightener, please contact Wes 

Buchek or email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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