
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 
Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   March 2019 

PK’s Little Epiphanies  

Lent, that holy season of contemplation and 
repentance is upon us. Forty days — NOT counting 
Sundays (because EVERY Sunday is “Little Easter”) 
— set aside to examine our lives and turn away from 
the things that aren’t serving us on our journey of 
faith, aren’t helping us follow Jesus, or aren’t building 
the commonwealth of God. 

To help us all with the contemplation part we will be 
gathering on Wednesday evenings in Lent at 6:30 
p.m. for “Weaving the story, asking the questions”. 

 The plan is to have some centering time during 
which you may choose to participate in the taize 
chants, silent prayer/meditation/contemplation, and/or 
physical prayer by helping to weave a visual element 
for our space; then a brief worship service during 
which the story for the week will be told and the 
question for the week asked; then a simple supper of 
soup and bread will be served and we will have the 
opportunity to discuss the question in our table groups. 
Of course the hope is that you will take the question 
with you into the rest of the week, contemplating in 
your own way. 

The stories are: 
March 13 – “Tempted by power” Luke 4:1-14 
March 20 - “Heeding the call” Luke 4:14-21 
March 27 - “Touching humanity” Luke 5:12-16 & 27-32 
April 3 - “Who you gonna serve?” Luke 16:11-17 
April 10 - “No outsiders” Luke 15:11-32 

 
 (Continued on page 2.) 
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Lectionary Readings 
for March 2019 

 

You can deepen your 
experience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 

advance of Sunday.  
 

Worship services are often 
(but not always) based on 
one of the lessons of the 

week. 
 

March 3 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 

 
March 10 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2,9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
 

March 17 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 
Philemon 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 or 

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
 

March 24 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

 
March 31 

Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:16—21 
Luke 15:1-3, 116-32 

    Second Sunday  

    Noisy Offerings 

 

Our next set of noisy offerings will go to help Alex 

Garcia and his family. Christ Church UCC, in 

Maplewood, has housed Alex in sanctuary. Recently, 

his wife and children have moved from Poplar Bluff to 

St. Louis to be closer to him. However, that means 

their financial situation is 

much more in question—as 

Alex is unable to work, and 

now his wife has lost her job in 

the move to be closer to him.  

 

Please give generously!  

 (continued from page 1.) 

I’m not much on “giving things up for Lent” but it occurred 
to me that it might be good if we could give up anxiety, 
fear, and despair and put on hope; give up our anger at 
leaders of nations and corporations and take up loving 
prayer for them (remembering that we don’t have to like 
them or their behavior to love them as a sibling); give up 
self-doubt and put on trust in God’s creative ability (God 
made you = you are good enough) – I’m sure you can 
each think up many more of these. 

Holy One, lead us on our Lenten journey as you led your 
people through the wilderness, as you led Jesus in the 
desert, as you have tried to lead your church through the 
centuries. Give us the courage to look inside and turn 
again toward you by turning toward our full humanity. In 
Jesus’ holy and loving name, Amen! 

   March 10 
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The Christian Education series “A Sampler of Spiritual 
Practices” broadened our vision of what amounts to 
prayer. Sister Nancy Corcoran brought us a number of items 
that help her focus on prayer, including prayer beads and 
pictures. Jeanette Mott Oxford described how the 12-step 
program in Overeaters Anonymous has transformed her 
life. Jane Fitzgerald showed us how yoga can lead us to 
mindfulness as well as improve our bodies.  

Pastor Kris, whose class was bumped because of bad weather, will describe how 
the power of music can become our prayer the first Sunday of Lent. The rest of 
Lent, our Sunday morning class will focus on the Sunday readings. Sharing 
together our reflections is also prayer. Come join us as a Lenten spiritual practice! 

Do you know a possible tenant for Epiphany? 

 

Restoration of the offices and conference rooms on the ground 

floor of the Fellowship Hall building has been completed. It is 

likely that some of those spaces will be made available for rental 

to nonprofit organizations. If you know of a nonprofit looking for 

office space in the city of St. Louis, you might suggest that they 

give the church a call. 

Write for the Enlightener! 

 

The Enlightener is only as exciting as the content 

people provide for it. If you have anything to 

contribute to the Enlightener, please don’t be shy. 

We’re always looking for both news/

announcements as well as columns or interesting thought pieces. If you have 

anything to say or write, consider submitting it for the Enlightener! Submit your 

writings and ideas to: epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 

mailto:epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com
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Mayor Taylor 

April 6, 5-7 p.m. 

 

Save the date now for the annual Mayor 

Taylor concert—featuring Lydia Ruffin 

(guitar/ukulele), Charlie Pfeffer 

(mandolin), and Mike Tiefenbrun (bass) doing “roots music” from jazz to 

folk to spirituals& original songs too, a vocal & acoustic treat. Be sure to 

invite your family and friends to share in the music. 

Benton Park Food Truck Pop Up! 

April 28, 12-4 p.m. 

 

Don’t miss this inaugural event to benefit 

Epiphany and the Benton Park Neighborhood 

Association Dog Park. A dozen local food 

trucks will be parked at Benton Park, with a 

portion of all sales going to Epiphany. Bring 

your appetite and lots of friends to explore many eating options while 

supporting Epiphany! More details coming soon! 
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Many Christians and non-Christians may have heard or read about the convention held late last 

month in St. Louis by our friends in the United Methodist Church. Below is an excerpt from retired 

Methodist Bishop Will Willimon in the Christian Century. The full article can be found here.  

The Methodist Mess in St. Louis 

The UMC’s Response to Declining Membership is to Spend Millions Deciding Who 

Else We Can Exclude 

by William Willimon 

Feb. 27, 2019 

Before the United Methodist Special General Conference opened on Saturday, we prayed. Perhaps 
God would miraculously grant a fruitful discussion among 800 disputants who have very little in 
common except our cross-and-flame nametags. We prayed for openness to different points of view, 
unity, communion, gracious listening, holy conferencing, empathetic feelings, and generosity of 
spirt.  It didn’t work. 

At some point I shifted my own prayers to, “Lord, please melt the hardened hearts and smite 
everyone who intends to vote against the One Church Plan.” This plan, recommended by the UMC 
bishops, aimed to give more discretion to local churches and annual conferences in LGBTQ 
inclusion, ministry, and mission. It was summarily trashed early in the voting; the rival Traditional 
Plan, which reaffirms the denomination’s prohibitions against same-sex marriage and LGBTQ clergy, 
was approved. 

The Lord, as far as I could tell, had business elsewhere. In fairness to the Lord, months earlier 

nearly everybody had announced how they would vote on the questions before us. Many vowed that 

if the outcome was disagreeable to them, they would pack up their congregation and exit the UMC. 

Ever try to have a church meeting after half of the attendees announce, “If this doesn’t go our way, 

and maybe even if it does, we’re leaving”?  … 

...If any good comes out of this debacle in St. Louis, it may be the recognition of some basic realities. 

First, no fundamentally helpful decisions will ever come out of any General Conference, no matter 

how much prayer precedes it. The General Conference is no longer a viable means of governing the 

church. ... A big, no-holds-barred, winner-take-all political convention may work for a national 

political party. It’s a disaster for the body of Christ. 

Second, over a couple of decades, people my age have constructed the Book of Discipline to serve 

the interests of our generation, albeit unknowingly. Adaptation or innovation in the general church 

have been rendered impossible. … 

...Finally, the Holy Spirit doesn’t work from the top down. The Spirit does good from the bottom up, 

through God’s hijinks in the local church.. We Methodists may brag that we are “connectional” in 

organization and episcopal in polity. But, by God’s grace, this train wreck may give us the 

opportunity to rediscover the power of the local and congregational. ... 

https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/guest-post/methodist-mess-st-louis
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March Calendar 
March 1—Friday 

March 2—Saturday 

 PK office hours 

 1:30 p.m. Fundraising Committee. 

March 3—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

March 4—Monday 

March 5—Tuesday 

 Benton Park Neighborhood Assoc 7 p.m. 

March 6—Wednesday  Ash Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with  

      Hope UCC 

 PK office hours 

      7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

  Imposition of ashes & communion 

March7—Thursday 

March 8—Friday 

March 9—Saturday 
 5:00 p.m. Home Remedy Concert 

March 10—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  

March 11—Monday 

March12—Tuesday 

March 13—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  with 

 St. Lucas UCC 

 PK office hours 

 6:30 p.m. Weaving the story... 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

            1   2  

       3      4      5   6      7   8   9 

      10   11    12    13   14    15    16 

      17   18 19  20   21    22    23 

      24   25    26     27   28    29    30 

      31  

March 14—Thursday 

March 15—Friday 

March 16—Saturday 

March17—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

 Choir practice following worship 

March 18—Monday 

 Church Council 6:30 p.m. 

March 19—Tuesday 

March 20—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 St. John / Mehlville 

 PK office hours 

      6:30 p.m. Weaving the story... 

March 21—Thursday 

March 22—Friday 

March 23—Saturday 

March 24—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  

March 25—Monday 

March 26—Tuesday  

March 27—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown 

 PK office hours 

 6:30 p.m. Weaving the story... 

March 28—Thursday 

March 29—Friday 

March 30—Saturday 

March 31—Sunday 

      9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  



  

 

Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

Stewardship Update 

For 7 months 
ending January 20019 

 

         Actual           Budget 

 

Contributions                 $ 39,346           $ 35,336 
Memorials  150              0 
Special  Appeals                  2,100                 3,000 
Fundraiser                            4,267            4,100 
Facilities Rental  7,867     7,928 
Urban Mission Exp.            7,125                 9,000 
JNM Utilities  0             0 
Interest  256              136 
Parsonage  6,951     7,600 
e-scrip  83              64 

 

 

 

Mission:  4,985 7,270 
Christian Educ./Camp  0 320 
Worship & Leadership     41,835             34,864 
Comm./Evangelism  2,989 3,188 
Hospitality & Insurance   11,469             10,393 
Utilities        7,849    11,216 
Other                                     2,669               4,079 

 

Income:          YTD              YTD 

Other                                       163                         0        

Total Income                $ 68,308            $ 67,164 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses             $  71,793          $ 71,330 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Ahumada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

 

 

Whoever you are 

and wherever 

you are on life's 

journey, you are 

welcome here. 

No exceptions. 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

 

 

 

Pastor, Rev. Kristofer Avise-Rouse  
President, Rev. Chance Beeler  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  
Anne Little, Larry Gaines, Lois Yatzeck 

 

 
 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

March 

Jackie Hudson 3/1 

Megan Brege 3/15 

Bob Keller 3/17 

Chance Beeler 2/22 

Suzette Hudson 3/22 

Tina Snedden 3/27 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    

If you have a story or experience to share 

in The Enlightener, please contact Wes 

Buchek or email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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