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PK’s Little Epiphanies  

 Christ is Risen indeed! Happy Easter!!!! 

Easter Season runs from Easter morning right 

through to the day before Pentecost. This year 

Pentecost is June 9… So it is Happy Easter for a 

while yet. 

I want to challenge us, in this season of new life, to 

find the places where life is pushing back the forces 

of death; where people are resisting empire; and 

where love is staring down fear, hate, and violence 

and put the energy we have into those struggles. 

In the 21st chapter of John we get some of my favorite encounters with the Risen One, 

especially that breakfast on the beach when Christ has bread and fish cooking on a 

charcoal fire and invites the disciples to “bring some of what you have caught” and eat 

with him. Camp fire cooking conjurers up images of my siblings and their kids now, and 

my mom years ago teaching me how to do it. It is a family and friends sort of scene there 

with Jesus on the beach and I love that we get invited 

into it. After breakfast we get the famous exchange 

between Jesus and Peter: “Peter, do you love me?” … 

“Feed my sheep!” Which is a great reminder of what 

Christ’s Church is to be about as we prepare for the 

“Birthday of the Church” on Pentecost. 

Easter Blessings, 
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A Note about Pastor Kris’s Schedule 

Having two half time ministries is even more like juggling than ministry in general. It means 

that my hours don’t stay set week to week. I adjust them each week based on the needs of 

Epiphany and ECH and send those out in the weekly email. 

 

In general, during the school year, I will be at Epiphany (or doing Epiphany work out in the 

community) Monday through Thursday from 10:00 or 11:00 in the morning until 2:00 or 3:00 

in the afternoon. Beginning 

the second week of June, I’ll 

be shifting that schedule 

slightly – Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday will be 9ish to 

2ish, but Wednesday I’ll just 

be here for breakfast and just 

a half hour or so in the office 

so 8ish to 10:30ish. 

 

It is always a good idea to 

make an appointment with 

me if you can. If you do it 

early enough, I can adjust 

hours to accommodate your schedule. Once I set the next week’s schedule on Friday 

evening, I will do what I can, but it is helpful for all if it stays set once the email has gone 

out. Also, if you are not getting my weekly email, “This week at Epiphany” and you would 

like to, email me at pastorkris@epiphanyucc.org and I will add you to the mailing list. 

 

Write for the Enlightener! 

The Enlightener is only as exciting as the content people 

provide for it. If you have anything to contribute to the 

Enlightener, please don’t be shy. We’re always looking 

for both news/announcements as well as columns or 

interesting thought pieces. If you have anything to say or write, consider submitting it for 

the Enlightener! Submit your writings and ideas to: epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 

mailto:pastorkris@epiphanyucc.org
mailto:epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com
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Lectionary Readings 
for May 2019 

 

You can deepen your 
experience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 

advance of Sunday.  
 

Worship services are often 
(but not always) based on 
one of the lessons of the 

week. 
 

 
May 5 

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 

 
 

May 12 
Acts 9:36-43 

Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 
 
 

May 19 
Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31o-35 

 
 

May 26 
Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

John 14:23-29 or 
John 5:1-9 

Building Report 
A big thanks goes out to Doug Kaufman and John Scott 
for brightening up our sanctuary. New and brighter LED 
lights have been installed in the sanctuary light fixtures. 
It brightens up the place, but is still on a dimmer switch, 
so light intensity can be adjusted as needed. And it will 
save much energy/money right off the bat. Also, thank 
you to Butch Verbeck (Amanda Verbeck’s dad) who 
helped do the installation. 
 
Also, John Scott and Fred Hudson have donated a new 
sound system to the church. These changes should 
make our periodic concerts even more delightful. It’s 
already made a huge improvement! 

Lastly, the city forestry department has planted a Winter 
King Hawthorne tree in front of the office building. Gail 
spoke with the city forester today, and the forester 
describes it as a lovely small tree which will have both 
flowers and 
lovely red fruits 
after it gets 
bigger. In fact, 
the forester likes 
it so much that 
she planted one 
on her property 
in honor of her 
deceased father. 
In hot weather, it 
will need about 
an inch of water 
per week which, 
she says, can be 
provided by a 
hose dripping 
over the roots for 
about an hour. 
We really look 
forward to seeing it thrive.  
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For Singers and Those Who Like Listening to Singers 

South County small United Churches joint choir will be holding a concert on June 2, 

2019, at 3 p.m. 

You are invited and listen to the estimated 40 voices that will include a short 

program of choir singing, congregational 

singing and a reading or two. Light 

refreshments to follow. 

If you would like to join the choir, please 

do. Music choices will be emailed soon. 

Respond with the number of copies you’d 

like, rehearse in your home church and 

then join the two short rehearsals on 

Thursday, May 30, at 6:30 p.m. and 

Saturday, June 1, at 10 a.m. 

For further info Contact Rev. Mike Krewson at St. Philip’s, at 618-789-2203. 

Second Sunday Noisy Offerings—May 12 

 

Our next set of noisy offerings will go to help Alex 

Garcia and his family. Christ Church UCC, in 

Maplewood, has housed Alex in sanctuary. Recently, 

his wife and children have moved from Poplar Bluff to 

St. Louis to be closer to him. However, that means their 

financial situation is much more in question—as Alex is 

unable to work, and now his wife has lost her job in the 

move to be closer to him.  Please give generously! If you have any suggestions for 

Noisy Offerings, please contact Wes Buchek or Chris Heckendorn. 
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First Food Truck Pop Up a 

Great Success! 

On April 28, Epiphany co-hosted a Food Truck 

Pop Up at Benton Park. A dozen food trucks 

lined the sidewalk at the park, while neighbors 

from near and far came to enjoy the food, 

music, soccer, and dogs...so many dogs!  

Mark your calendar for November 3, as we will be 

co-hosting again that day. But also keep your eye 

out for some before then, as the Food Truck 

Association of St. Louis has hinted at making this 

an event they want to hold even more often. 

 

Special thanks to all who attended! 
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This is for everyone who stayed home from church yesterday—for every mom of a special needs kid, every 

survivor of sexual assault, every black or brown body in a predominantly white community, every son or 

daughter of an immigrant, every defender of the marginalized who just couldn’t bring yourself to stand and sing 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” alongside the people you feel sold you out this week, the Christians who supported 

Donald Trump.  

 

Please hear me:  You are not alone. You are not alone in your grief. You are not alone in your anger. You are not 

alone in your doubt, frustration, and fear. The community that introduced you to Jesus—that baptized you 

and named you a beloved child of God—has aligned itself with values you don’t recognize, powers that 

oppress.  It’s an enormous blow, and it’ll knock the wind right out of you.  Your  disillusionment with the 

Church may seem like a petty wound to nurse right now, with Latino children getting taunted by their classmates, 

Muslim communities facing religious persecution, and black families grappling with a world in which white 

nationalism has been validated and emboldened, but grief is grief.  

And your grief is real and justified.   

 

The stark reality is that most white Christians, including more than 80 percent of white evangelical Christians, 

supported Donald Trump for president, despite his evident immorality, bigotry, and disregard for the dignity of 

women, (not to mention complete lack of qualification or competency). We’re about to witness firsthand what 

happens when the established Church compromises its moral authority for the promise of power, and it won’t be 

pretty. I predict millennials in particular will continue to drop out of religious life, and the ethnic divides within 

American Christianity, which many sought to heal with a quick-fix approach to "racial reconciliation" that 

bypassed repentance and justice, will only widen.  ... 

 

We don't have to abandon Jesus to abandon the unholy marriage between Donald Trump and the white 

American Church. In these troubled times, a prophetic resistance will cer tainly emerge, made up of clergy, 

activists, artists, humorists, liturgists, parents, teachers, and volunteers committed to partnering with and 

defending "the least of these." I found my faith again in the margins—through the Gay Christian Network, for 

example, and among fellow doubters and dreamers who limp from their wrestling with God—and I’ll be 

amplifying and supporting these efforts even more as they face potential new threats under this administration. I 

hope you will join us.  

 

But you should know that as you take those first shaky steps toward something new, grief will stalk along, 

catching you by surprise. Losing your first faith is like losing a dear family member or friend, and as with any 

other death, you sense its absence most profoundly in those everyday moments when it used to be present—in a 

beloved hymn, in a Bible verse or prayer, in a strained relationship that used to be so easy.  

Certainly many are suffering right now, and your crisis of faith may pale in comparison. There are a lot of other 

things I want to write about and advocate for now, but I wanted to say this first:  

You are not alone. There is life after this. There is faith after this. Hold on. 

Rachel Held Evans, a nationally-known young progressive 

Christian writer died at the age of 37 this month. Her personal 

story of growing up in a conservative evangelical faith tradition 

and eventually transitioning to a more progressive faith was one 

that helped inspire and teach many of her readers. Below is an 

excerpt from her blog in 2016—a week after Donald Trump was 

elected president.  
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May Calendar 
 

May 1—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with  

           Hope UCC 

 6 p.m. Centering Prayer meeting 

May 2—Thursday 

May 3—Friday 

May 4—Saturday 

May 5—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

May 6—Monday 

May 7—Tuesday 

 7 p.m. Benton Park Neighborhood   

May 8—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Epiphany with  

          St.  Lucas UCC 

May 9—Thursday 

May 10—Friday 

May 11—Saturday 

 3:30 p.m. Christian Education meeting 

May 12—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  

May 13—Monday 

May 14—Tuesday 

May 15—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 St. John / Mehlville 

 6 p.m. Centering Prayer meeting 

 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

         1   2      3      4  

        5   6      7   8   9    10    11     

      12    13    14   15    16   17    18 

      19  20    21   22    23   24    25     

      26    27    28   29    30   31 

        

May 16—Thursday 

May 17—Friday 

May 18—Saturday 

 1:30 p.m. Fundraising Committee 

May 19—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

May 20—Monday 

May 21—Tuesday 

May 22—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

 1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown 

May 23—Thursday 

May 24—Friday 

May 25—Saturday 

May 26—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  

May 27—Monday 

May 28—Tuesday 

May 29—Wednesday 

May 30—Thursday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion  

     10:30 a.m. Worship  

May 31—Friday 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 

Stewardship Update 

For 9 months 
ending March 2019 

 

         Actual           Budget 

 

Contributions                 $ 46,769           $ 44,168 
Memorials  175              0 
Special  Appeals                  2,100                 3,000 
Fundraiser                            5,509            7,300 
Facilities Rental  11,074     9,910 
Urban Mission Exp.            7,125                 9,000 
JNM Utilities  0             0 
Interest  298              168 
Parsonage  9,157     9,500 
e-scrip  90              82 

 

 

 

Mission:  6,056 9,775 
Christian Educ./Camp  150 500 
Worship & Leadership      50,285            51,409 
Comm./Evangelism  3,609 4,930 
Hospitality & Insurance   14,383             15,598 
Utilities        11,098    16,830 
Other                                     2,799               4,178 

 

Income:          YTD              YTD 

Other                                       253                         0        

Total Income                $ 82,460            $ 83,128 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses            $  88,380       $  103,321 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Ahumada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

 

 

Whoever you are 

and wherever 

you are on life's 

journey, you are 

welcome here. 

 To the General Fund 

David Hon 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

 

 

 

Pastor, Rev. Kristofer Avise-Rouse  
President, Rev. Chance Beeler  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  

Anne Little, Larry Gaines, Lois Yatzeck 

 

 

 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

May 
Beverly Blattner 5/13 

Donna Street 5/31 

 

Anniversary 

Doug & Cassandra Kaufman 5/2 

Fred & Beckie Tilinski 5/26 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    

If you have a story or experience to share 

in The Enlightener, please contact Wes 

Buchek or email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  pastorkris@epiphany.org 

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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