
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 
Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   April 2018 

FROM THE BEEbe HIVE 

The Christian Passover 

Americans call that highest holy day of Christians “Easter” – a word of 

uncertain origin that probably meant “daybreak.” Except for the Germanic 

languages, most of the rest of the world calls it “Pasch,” or some variant on that word. That’s 

why we call the Easter weekend liturgy the “Paschal Liturgy.” 

“Pasch” is a form of the Hebrew word, “pesah,” or “pesach,” meaning Passover. Easter grew 

out of Passover and is, in a way, the Christian Passover. Just as God brought Israel our of 

Egypt, so God in Jesus brings Christians (and many others) out of Darkness into Light. 

Reflecting about this has given me another insight into the 

meaning of Holy Week and the Resurrection. We say it is 

about life beyond death. We say that it is God’s stamp of 

approval on Christ’s mission. We even say that it means 

that He is with us “to the end of the age” and we can’t get 

rid of Him. 

But, on the occasions when I have been welcomed to the 

seder meal in a Jewish home, I have been impressed at 

how the theme is almost always justice and liberation. 

Just as God set Israel free from oppression, so Jewish 

people pray that those now oppressed may be set free. 

Think of Eastertide that way: Just as we were set free by 

the non-violent resistance of the cross and by Christ’s 

defeat becoming victory, just as we were liberated by the way that Jesus welcomed those on 

the edges and outside (we are “gentiles” after all), so Easter means that we are involved in 

the “liberation movement.” In a remarkable way, “resurrection” means “uprising.” 

Grace and peace, 

David Beebe, interim pastor  
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Lectionary Readings 
for April 2018 

 

You can deepen your ex-
perience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 
advance of Sunday. Wor-
ship services are often (but 
not always) based on one 
of the lessons of the week. 

 

April 1 
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

April 8 
Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1-22 
John 20:19-31 

 
April 15 

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

 
April 22 

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 
April 29 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

If you have a story or experience to share in The Enlightener, 

please contact Wes Buchek or email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 

Sunday Morning Adult Discussion Class 

Beginning Sunday, April 8, Christian Education 
at 9:15 will begin a five week Bible study on Gun 
Violence.  It’s called Faith vs. Fear.  The topics for each 
week are as follows:  Love One Another, Put Away Your 
Sword, The Gun as Idol, Swords Into Plowshares, and All 
Who Take the Sword.  No extra reading is necessary. 
This is an opportunity to discuss some of our deepest 
feelings about violence and possibly come up with 
some ideas for action.  Hope you can come! 

Recommended Reading 

To get a clearer picture of what is happening in American 

Christianity as well as American politics, the cover article 

in the current Atlantic (April, 2018) is really helpful. It 

gives background on 

the rise of Evangelical 

Christianity in America, 

including the effect of 

the Civil War, and de-

scribes recent events 

which led to the Right 

Wing blending of reli-

gion and politics. The 

article is entitled: “How 

Evangelicals Lost Their 

Way and Got Hooked 

by Donald Trump.” 
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Dear Ebenezer and  

Epiphany Church Friends, 

Yes, I have a story to tell about Ebenezer. 

The Ebenezer Stone in the last Enlightner 

made me think of my story. 

I was baptized at Ebenezer Evangelical. 

I believe my grandmother, Martha Benck 

Buhlinger, as a young woman was a founding 

member of the church in the late 1890s. I 

have a wonderful book given to my 

grandmother and her family from the 

Ebenezer Pastor, Rev. Franke, when my 

grandfather Max Buhlinger passed away in 

1938. 

My mother, Viola Buhlinger Schoelkopf, and 

her sister, Emily Buhlinger Tiemann, were 

very active at Ebenezer. It became Epiphany, 

in the 50s and joined The United Church of 

Christ, which I am a member of in Palos 

Verdes Estates, California. 

I remember as a little girl watching the ladies 

in the churchyard stirring great pots of apple 

butter. 

My mother and grandmother were quilters. 

They quilted at church and at home. My 

Mother, Viola Buhlinger Schoelkopf, and a 

group of Ebenezer ladies formed a club and 

named it The Sunbeams. Some of the ladies 

were quilters too. This group met into their 

70s. 

I, also, remember hearing from one of the 

ministers that a stain glass window at 

Epiphany was given by The Sunbeams. 

My mother attended Ebenezer until we moved 

near Carondelet Park and could no longer get 

to Ebenezer. We attended the Christian 

Science church near the park. Several of our 

cousins were Christian Scientists. We walked 

thru the park every Sunday to go to church. 

After I returned from college in the 60s, we 

started attending Epiphany again. I became 

active with the youth group. 

I moved to California in 1967 and married 

David Boss. I taught in the Palos Verdes 

Peninsula School District. We saw many NFL 

games. Mother moved to California from 

Affton, Missouri in 1979 so she could be close 

to me. 

My Mother had a lovely condo overlooking the 

Pacific Ocean, Santa Monica Bay. She 

passed away in 1990 and returned to St. 

Louis to be interned at St. Paul’s Churchyard 

in Affton, Missouri. 

I have told my story to my pastors at The 

Neighborhood Church, UCC, in Palos Verdes 

Estates, too. I thought you might be interested 

too. 

Thank you. 

Blessings, 

Carol Jean Schoelkopf Boss  

Each month in the Enlightener, we ask “if you have a story to tell…”  

This month Carol Jean Schoelkopf Boss shares her story below.  
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Acoustic Evenings at Epiphany 
Family-friendly concerts in Benton Park Neighborhood 

2911 McNair Ave   —   Saturday, April 14   —   5 p.m. 

Mayor Taylor 
With Special Guest Artist: Pete Ruthenburg 

Seventh appearance in Concert to Benefit Epiphany UCC! 

 

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 

Music 5-7 p.m. 

Pizza, drinks, T-shirts 

and raffle tickets sold at 

intermission 

 

Mike Tiefenbrun (bass), 

Lydia Ruffin (guitar/ukulele), Charlie Pfeffer (mandolin), doing “roots 

music” from jazz to folk to spirituals & original songs too, a vocal & 

acoustic delight. 

Admission is FREE with free will offering (suggested donation $20) 

Sponsored by: 
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Quilt Raffle 
to Benefit Epiphany United Church of Christ (UCC) 

Drawing on Saturday, May 19, 2018 

during Acoustic Evenings at Epiphany Concert 

2911 McNair, St. Louis, MO (63118) 

Hand-quilted on a printed background 

crib-size (or wall hanging); machine washable 

Ticket prices:  

1 for $1; 6 for $ 5;  

12 for $10; 25 for $ 20;  

60 for$50; 125 for $100 

You do not need to be present to win. 

 

To donate, or order raffle tickets, 

mail form below to: 

Epiphany UCC; 2911 McNair; St. Louis, MO 

63118 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone number(s): ___________________________________________________ 

I/we plan to attend May 19 concert ____ I/we cannot attend, but here is a donation of $ ______ 

Number of Raffle Tickets Desired: ____ Amount enclosed: _______ 

Mail orders for tickets should be postmarked by May 12 to ensure adequate time for them to ar-

rive. 

For more information: call 314-772-0263 or write: epiphanyucc.1@juno.com 
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Saint Louis Association of the Missouri Mid-South Conference 

Greetings, Saint Louis Association Members and Friends! 

Your Association Meeting Planning Team greets you warmly and invites you to 
mark your calendars for the weekend of April 20 – 22, 2018, for our annual Spring 
Program Meeting. 

We are very excited about the weekend we have planned for you. For this meeting 
we are doing many new things. This meeting is being held in Memphis which is 
part of the St. Louis Association. The theme is, “Where Do We Go From Here?” 
We will be offering many options for your participation over the weekend, 
including substantive Community Engagement Activities. We will learn about the 
history and ministry of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Second 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Holy Trinity Community Church, United 
Church of Christ and United Church of Christ affiliated LeMoyne-Owen College. 
As we gather, we will observe the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and the 150th anniversary of Second Congregational 
Church. 

Our time together has been shaped by the representatives of the three UCC 
congregations in Memphis and the College. They have created an event designed 
to bring us together in meaningful fellowship, rich education, engaging mission 
and “Holy Moments” of worship.” 

We are very excited to share this program with you. We look forward to being 

together again in worship, learning, and conversation. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

The Association Spring Program Meeting Planning Team 
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YOUR VALUES VENUE FOR LUNCH MEETINGS 

 

THE  

KITCHEN TABLE 

(Worker Owned) 

 

Thursdays: 11:30 –1:00 

2911 McNair St.  

St. Louis, MO 63118 

314-728-9800 

A women’s empowerment enterprise at Epiphany United Church of Christ 
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Not Done Yet… 

Rev. Shana Johnson,  

Illinois South Conference Minister 

They knew the facts. 

They had heard with their own ears. 

They had seen with their own eyes. 

They had touched with their own hands. 

They had tasted with their own tears. 

They had experienced the death of their Friend and 

Savior.  

 

For those who followed Jesus, especially the wom-

en, they were present for it all.  

The facts seemed to lead to a dismal and hopeless 

final ending of Jesus' life and ministry. 

 

Like standing bedside as a loved one takes their last 

gasp of breath. 

Like  hearing  the  door  of  the  hearse  slammed  

shut  as  the  pallbearers have just placed the coffin 

in the back of the car.  

Like watching the casket being lower down into the 

grave and tossing a hand full of dirt upon it. 

 

IT SEEMED SO FINAL. 

IT SEEMED FINISHED. 

There was very little they could do now. 

As Jesus was arrested and questioned, accused of 

inciting a rebellion against the Roman government, 

and eventually being charged with claiming to be the 

King of  Israel, they could not speak in Jesus' de-

fense. 

 

As  Pilate  decided  to  turn  Jesus'  fate  over  to  

the  crowds,  fulfilling  the  tradition  of  letting  the  

crowd  decide  which   

prisoner  would  go  free,  they  could  not  appeal  to 

Pilate. 

 

When  the  crowds  shouted  for  Barabbas  to  be  

set  free  and  for  Jesus  to  be crucified instead,  

they could not stand against the crowds. 

 

As the Roman soldiers mocked Jesus, whipping 

him, placing a crown of thorns on his head,  

they could not overpower the Roman soldiers.  

As  they  stood  beneath  the  cross,  watching  Je-

sus  bleed,  crying  out  in  pain, and  taking  his  last  

breaths,  they  could  not  storm  the  Roman  

guards,  climb  up  the  ladder, and save Jesus from 

that agonizing death.  

 

What could they do? 

 

It seemed like they were without ANY POWER. 

It  seemed  like  they  were  without  OPTIONS  TO  

CHANGE  THE  PRESENT SITUATION. 

It seemed like things were HOPELESS. 

 

Maybe you, too, have been in that situation or cir-

cumstance? 

Maybe you were in a dead-end job or just lost a job. 

Maybe you were in a life transition in which you 

could not see or envision what might come next for 

you. 

Maybe you were in a loveless relationship. 

Maybe  you were experiencing such isolation, loneli-

ness or grief that you wondered if you would ever 

experience life again. 

Or maybe you ARE in the midst of something right 

now that seems like you are without ANY POWER 

to  

CHANGE your present situation. 

 

Maybe it seems like you are WITHOUT ANY OP-

TION 

Maybe it all seems so HOPELESS, so DISMAL, so 

FUTILE, and so FINAL.       

 

     (continue on page 9) 
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Yet that, dear friends, is what I call our Good Friday 

experiences. 

 

This  Friday, Christians around the world will observe 

Good Friday as we recall when Jesus died and was 

placed in the tomb. We  call it good, not because it's 

something to take delight in, but because the word 

that has been translated to be "Good" also means 

holy, pious, and moment of fulfillment. 

 

For me, what is so incredible on that first Good Fri-

day is the way in which the women, especially, faced 

the reality of the experience of Jesus' death.  

Yes, they waited. 

Yes, they prayed. 

Yet, they also acted in faith. 

 

Even though it seemed like there was little they 

could do, they embraced what they could do.  

They could wait while Joseph of Arimathea pleaded 

with Pilate for the body of Jesus. 

They could help Joseph place the body of Jesus in 

the tomb. 

 

They could prepare the body of Jesus in a proper 

and respectful way by anointing Jesus with burial 

spices and wrapping him in linens. 

They could observe the Sabbath when it arrived by 

waiting and praying that God would act on their be-

half and on behalf of all humanity. 

This is what they did.  

They did  something. 

 

They did not give up. 

They did not walk away and throw up their hands. 

They did not declare that all was lost and God was 

dead. 

 

No...in faith, they did SOMETHING. 

 

The best thing that we can do when it seems like 

there is very little to do...is to do something. 

 

The best thing that we can do is wait on God and act 

in faith. As Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith is the as-

surance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen." 

 

It is the understanding that there are cosmic plans 

happening that we cannot see. 

As the women saw the stone being rolled over the 

entrance of the tomb to seal it, their faith told them 

that surely this could not be the end. 

It was their faith that led them back to the tomb to 

find it empty. 

To see their Savior alive. 

To hear Him speak their names. 

To know that God was not finished yet. 

 

When we think of the empty tomb, it is that ultimate 

reminder that God is NOT finished with us yet. 

 

What may seem DEAD, HOPELESS, or FINAL in 

your life...is not! 

God is in the background, working out the details of 

what, in time, will be revealed to you. 

 

There are more chapters in your story.  

The end is probably not what you fear or imagine, 

because God has a greater plan and more perfect 

story for your life. 

 

This, dear friends, is what Christ's resurrection 

means for us. 

If we believe, 

if we trust,  

if we wait, 

if we act in faith, 

we will see and experience that it is not finished yet. 

 

This is the message of the empty tomb. 

This is the good news for you and for me.  

May this be what we celebrate and remember this 

Easter season. 



  

 

The Living Truth 

We doubted our God in secret, we scoffed in the marketplace, 

We held our hearts from his keeping, we held our eyes from his face. 

We looked to the ways of our fathers, denying where they denied, 

and we said as he passed, “He is stilled at last, and a man is crucified.” 

 

But now I give you certain news to bid a world rejoice: 

Ye may crush Truth to silence, Ye may cry above His voice. 

Ye may close your ears before Him, lest ye tremble at the word, 

But late or soon, by night or noon, the Living Truth is heard. 

 

We buried our God in darkness, in secret and all affright; 

We crept on a path of silence, fearful things in the night;; 

We buried our God in terror, after the fashion of men; 

and we said each one, “The deed is done and the grave is closed again.” 

 

But now I give you certain news to spread by land and sea: 

Ye may scourge Truth naked, ye may nail Him to the tree; 

Ye may roll the stone above Him and seal it priestly wise, 

But against the morn, unmaimed, newborn, the living Truth shall rise. 

 

~Theodosia Garrison 
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Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

Memorial Gift 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Stewardship Update 

For 9 months 
ending February 2018 

 

         Actual      Budget 

 

Contributions                 $ 39,450          $ 45,750 
Memorials      300             0 
Special Appeals                   2,620                4,000 
Fundraisers       4,338           2,650 
Facilities Rental  4,500    5,979 
Urban Mission Exp.             9,175               8,250 
JNM Utilities  1,200            0 
Interest  249             149 
Parsonage  8,461    8,606 
e-scrip  85           187 

 

 

 

Mission:  6,491 7,309 
Christian Educ./Camp  251 375 
Worship & Leadership     36,172             38,452 
Comm./Evangelism  3,918 4,342 
Hospitality & Insurance   10,005             11,541 
Utilities  10,634     10,133 
Other 2,949 3,153 

 

 

Income:          YTD       YTD 

Other  592    0 

Total Income                $ 70,970          $ 75,571 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses              $  70,420         $ 75,305 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Auhmada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 
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April Calendar 

 

April 1—Easter Sunday 

      8 am.—Easter Morning Service  

      9 a.m.—Easter Breakfast  

      10:30—Easter Worship Service with 

         communion 

April 3—Tuesday 

 6:30 p.m. Search Committee  

 7 p.m. Benton Park Neighborhood Assoc. 

April 4—Wednesday 

      8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

           Hope UCC 

April 5—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

April 8—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m.—Adult Discussion Class 

 10:30 a.m.—Worship 

April 9—Monday 

 Joint N’hood Ministries Board 

April 10—Tuesday 

 Search Committee 

April 11—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Epiphany with 

      St. Lucas UCC 

April 12—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

April 14—Saturday 

 5 p.m. Mayor Taylor Acoustic Concert 

April 15—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion Class 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

   1   2      3       4     5   6      7   

       8   9  10    11    12    13  14  

     15    16  17    18  19  20   21     

     22  23  24    25    26    27   28     

     29     30         

April 16—Monday 

 6:30 p.m.  Church Council 

April 18—Wednesday 

 8:30  a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

      St. John / Mehlville 

April 19—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

April 21—Saturday 

 St. Louis Association meets in Memphis 

April 22—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion Class 

April 23—Monday 

 UME committee? 

April 24—Tuesday 

 6:30 p.m. Search Committee 

April 25—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  with 

      1st Congregational @ Wydown 

April 26—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The kitchen Table 

April 29—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion Class 

 10:30 a.m.. Worship 

Mayor Taylor Concert 

Epiphany UCC 

April 14, 2018; Saturday 

5 p.m.—7 p.m. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 

 

Interim Pastor, David Beebe  
President, Rev. Dorothy Gannon  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  
Anne Little, Lauren Verseman 

 

 
 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

April 
Peter Ruthenburg—3rd 

Brenden Scott– 4th  

Noah Williams—12th 

Terry Dresser—17th 

Chris Heckendorn—18th 

Doug Kaufman—20th 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

Eldon Nattier & James Coley 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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