
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 
Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   March 2018 

FROM THE BEEbe HIVE 

The Ebenezer Stone 

Almost every day, as I come up the ramp 

between our two buildings, I notice the jutting out of a large 

rock near the corner of 

the sanctuary. It does not 

appear to have been laid 

there. Rather, to have 

been there and the 

stonework added to it. It 

seems to be 

our 

“Ebenezer 

stone.” I wonder if it was meant to be, since 

this church was once called “Ebenezer.” 

What is an Ebenezer stone? It is a stone in 

the old days often placed as a cornerstone or 

as a memorial stone near a church building. 

The term is Hebrew. It means “Stone of Help.” 

The word goes back to an incident in 1st 

Samuel 7. The People of Israel were being 

attacked by the Philistines and were afraid of 

them. A large Philistine army was 

approaching. The Prophet Samuel offered a 

sacrifice to God imploring God’s aid.  

 (continued on page 2.) 

In This Issue 
 

 Holy Week/Lent Info 

 Acoustic Evenings 

at Epiphany—Mayor  

Taylor, April 14 

 One Great Hour of  

Sharing—March 11 

 JNM Update 

 Breakfast Ministry Info 

Holy Week Schedule 

 

Sunday, March 25—Palm/Passion 

Sunday, with the palms and 

remembering both the entry of 

Jesus into Jerusalem and the week 

of his passion. 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, March 29—Maundy 

Thursday service of communion, 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, March 30—Good Friday 

service, including Studdert-

Kennedy’s poem, “The Suffering 

God” – 7:00 p.m. 
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 (Continued from Page 1) 

As the Philistines approached, there was a tremendous light-

ening storm and a load clap of thunder. It scared them away 

and turned th tide so that Israel began to regain its foothold. 

Samuel dedicated the altar stone with the word, Ebenezer, 

meaning “Until now God has helped us.” 

That’s where the words come from in the old Gospel hymn, 

“Come Thou Fount of Ever Blessing:” 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer. 

Hither to thy help I’m come. 

Perhaps we have in our foundation an Ebenezer stone: “Until 

now God has helped us.” 

 

Grace and peace, 

David Beebe, interim pastor  

Lectionary Readings 
for March 2018 

 

You can deepen your ex-
perience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 
advance of Sunday. Wor-
ship services are often (but 
not always) based on one 
of the lessons of the week. 

 

March 4 
 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2;13-22 

 
March 11 

 
Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 
 

March 18 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 

 
March 25 

 
Mark 11:1-11 or 
John 12:12-16 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Mark 14:1-15:47 or 

If you have a story or experience 

to share in The Enlightener, 

please contact Wes Buchek or 

email it to: 

epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 

T he One 
Great Hour 

of Sharing all 
church offering will 
be received on the 
Fourth Sunday in 
Lent, March 11th.  
 
This is a major inter-denominational offering for 
reconstruction and relief at home and worldwide. The 
theme this year: “More Than We Can Imagine.” 

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering began 
following the Second World War as an actual nation-wide 
radio hour during which contributions were made for the 
recovery and relief of war-torn Europe. It has continued in 
most mainline Protestant denominations. Our offerings 
serve through our Global Ministries programs and Church 
World Service. Since there is a world network of 
churches and regional service committees, we do our 
work with those already “on the ground.” 
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Personnel 

 Coordinate church/volunteer 

relations, as to scheduling, 

training (**see below), and 

Health Dept. requirements,  

as necessary. 

 Interact with Volunteers/

public so that, insofar as 

possible, harmony and 

Epiphany’s mission goals are 

upheld. 

 Use skills for deescalating 

conflict, as needed 

 **Coordinate initial/regular 

Food Safety Handling training 

(Certification) with 

appropriate trainers. 

 Maintain records and other 

paperwork as required and/or 

necessary. 

 Meet w/ St. Louis Health 

Dept. Inspector when 

required for regular kitchen 

and facilities inspection 

Kitchen/Site readiness 

See that kitchen equipment, 

appliances, & food stores 

are properly functioning, 

stored, and/or stock-rotate. 

See to or arrange for 

repairs to equipment and/or 

facilities as necessary. 

See that food storage in 

Refrigerator and Freezer 

meets needs of a multi-use 

facility and that Refrigerator 

and Freezer are kept clean. 

See that kitchen is left 

clean and ready for 

inspection when the day’s 

program is concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 

Food and Supplies 

Acquisition 

Weekly Shopping for 

supplies (Menu items, fresh 

fruit, paper supplies) 

Laundry (Towels, Aprons, 

etc.) are washed and 

storage-ready for next 

program. 

Hall Preparation 

Open Hall and requisite 

doors (close & lock when 

finished) 

Set up tables and chairs as 

needed, break down 

according to next Hall 

needs 

Make coffee 

Supervise cleaning after 

meals 

Close and lock up 

    

The Future of Breakfast Ministry at Epiphany 

Del Miller has shepherded the Breakfast Ministry at Epiphany with grace and faithfulness and 

we are so grateful for his work. As his retirement from that role approaches, we continue to 

discern the future of this ministry, and we seek new leadership.  Del has provided us with a 

job description that lays out the primary roles Del has been covering.  New leadership may be 

an individual or a group who work together but these are the basic duties. 
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T his year, the fun(d) raising committee will kick off its first 

annual concert SERIES! Prompted by the terrific 

experiences of concerts offered by Mayor Taylor and Pete 

Ruthenburg, and egged on by last year’s Dust Covers 

performance, the committee has decided to make a schedule of 

three concerts this spring, including some exciting innovations. 

As in previous concerts, admission will be free, and we will 

conduct a free will offering at the end of the first set (suggested 

donation $20). We will probably be selling raffle tickets for a quilt at all three concerts, with the 

winning ticket to be drawn at the final concert in May. 

All concerts will be presented 5-7 p.m. on Saturdays, which 

gives concert-goers plenty of time to go to other events 

afterward. It is also a family-friendly time. And to underscore 

how friendly, we will provide a “kids’ dance floor” in the narthex, 

for little ones to bounce to the music. 

“Been there, done that, got the t shirt” — We’re jumping in with 

both feet, not only scheduling the concerts, but getting a couple 

of neighborhood businesses to be sponsors, and… our own t 

shirt touting the event. 

Our sponsors include Cafe Piazza, which will be providing 

pizza we can sell by the slice during intermission, and STL-

Style, which is providing the t shirts at a humungous discount. I should also mention Gene 

Abbey, who operates his own graphic arts studio, for the custom t shirt design he donated. 

Save the dates! Bring your friends! Buy a t shirt! Eat some pizza! Buy and sell raffle tickets! 

What a great way to raise money for a good cause. 

   **See next page for more details on the performers!** 

Feb. 17   -   April 14   -   May 19 
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Mayor Taylor   April 14 

Mayor Taylor – Lydia Ruffin (guitar/ukulele), 

Charlie Pfeffer (mandolin) and Mike Tiefenbrun 

(bass) – performs “roots music” from jazz to folk 

to spirituals and original songs as well. Pianist 

Pete Ruthenburg will sit in with Mayor Taylor at 

Epiphany. 

 

The Wilhelms   May 19 

Multi-instrumentalists Andy Ploof and John Wendland, the 

core songwriters in veteran St. Louis band Rough Shop, 

are the Wilhelms. The musical partners, who go back to the 

alt-country band One Fell Swoop in the ’90s, feature a 

repertoire of original songs and inspired covers of the folk 

music they love. 

 

 

 

In case you missed it... 

 

Brian Curran performed last month, giving a 

tremendous, crowd-pleasing set with both his 

acoustic and steel guitars. He capped off the 

evening with a beautiful and emotional 

rendition of “O, Susanna.”   

Fun was had by all...pizza was had by many ! 

All concerts are Saturdays, from 5-7 p.m. 

At Epiphany UCC—2911 McNair Ave. 
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LENTEN WEDNESDAYS - Soup, Screen, Reflections 

6:30 p.m.—Wednesday in Lent 

Come join us for the remaining Wednesday in 

Lent as we finish viewing “Cotton Patch 

Gospel.” A dramatization by Tom Key, as 

though the gospel of Matthew happened in 

Georgia. It is accompanied by a blue grass 

band, “The Cotton Pickers,” from “Hee Haw.” 

The music was composed by Harry Chapin 

(author of “Cat’s in the Cradle” and “Taxi.” He 

died in an accident before the premier show, 

but he had said that he was born to write this 

music.  

Lenten Study 

The adult education class continues to study the book 

The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach 

About Jesus’ Final Days in Jerusalem by Marcus J. 

Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  

 

Join in the readings and discussions each Sunday from 

9:15-10:15 a.m. through Palm Sunday.  

 

Wishing you soul-enrichment during the season of Lent! 
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Holy Week Plants 
Order now thru Sunday, March 18th 

Please order early! 

Plants will arrive Easter Sunday, April 1st. 

This year we are offering Easter lilies with 5+ blooms at a cost of $10.00  

and purple tulips with 6 blooms at a cost of $7.00. 

 

How many Easter lilies? ____ @ $10.00 each Total: ________ 

How many purple tulips? ____ @ $7.00 each Total:  ________ 

          Completed Order Total:  ________ 

Please enclose a check with your mail order. 

Make checks payable to: Epiphany UCC, 2911 McNair, St. Louis, MO 63118  

 

Let us know if this is a memorial or dedication and who you are honoring.  

Please PRINT names and addresses: ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Order info (please print): 

Your Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

For more info, call Anne Little 314-772-0263 (church) or 314-524-0033 (home). 



8 

 

A Thank You from Eden: 

Thank you!  Your support of Eden 

means a great deal to us. Churches 

are at the core of our culture and faith, 

and we appreciate the work you do.  

More than anyone you know how 

important it is to prepare the next 

generation of ministers and leaders, so 

we are especially grateful for your help 

in maintaining Eden as an ecumenical 

education center for the progressive 

What Now, Oh Lord? 

The dreaming and wondering and listening goes 

on with the Joint Neighborhood Ministry board of 

directors. It is a wondrous thing when people of 

God consciously seek to discern God's will.  

Epiphany joins the board in prayer as they 

continue their work of service and their work of 

discernment.  Virginia Gilbert has been serving 

on the board on Epiphany's behalf and Pastor 

David participates as Epiphany's pastor.  Last 

month, Karen Sell stepped up to serve on Epiphany's second rep to the board.  

Karen has many years of experience with JNM as a volunteer and as a board 

member, and it is blessing to have her rejoin the board at this particular time of 

visioning.  Epiphany still has one more open seat on the JNM board, and the 

council will be delighted to fill if when someone with passion for the visioning 

and the service is made known to us. In the meantime, may we keep the board 

in our thoughts and prayers. 
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Why I Hate Religion, but Love Jesus 

Below is the text to a spoken word poem by Jefferson Bethke that has received more 

than 33 million hits on Youtube. What do you think? You can view the video here.  

What if I told you, Jesus 

came to abolish religion? 

What if I told you getting you 

to vote Republican, really 

wasn’t his mission? 

Because Republican doesn’t 

automatically mean 

Christian, 

And just because you call 

some people blind, doesn’t 

automatically give you 

vision. 

If religion is so great, why 

has it started so many wars? 

Why does it build huge 

churches, but fails to feed 

the poor? 

Tells single moms God 

doesn’t love them if they’ve 

ever been divorced,  

Yet God in the Old 

Testament actually calls the 

religious people whores. 

Religion preaches grace, but 

another thing they practice, 

Tend to ridicule God’s 

people, they did it to John 

the Baptist. 

Can’t fix their problems, so 

they try to mask it, 

Not realizing that’s just like 

sprayin’ perfume on a 

casket. 

Because the problem with 

religion is that it never gets 

to the core, 

It’s just behavior 

modification, like a long list 

of chores. 

Let’s dress up the outside, 

make things look nice and 

neat, 

It’s funny that’s what they do 

to mummies, while the 

corpse rots underneath. 

Now I ain’t judging I’m just 

saying be careful of putting 

on a fake look, 

Because there’s a problem if 

people only know that you’re 

a Christian by that little 

section on your Facebook. 

In every other aspect of life 

you know that logic’s 

unworthy, 

It’s like saying you play for 

the Lakers just because you 

bought a jersey. 

But see I played this game 

too; no one seemed to be on 

to me, 

I was acting like church kid, 

while addicted to 

pornography. 

 

I’d go to church on Sunday, 

but on Saturday getting 

faded, 

Acting as if I was simply 

created to have sex and get 

wasted. 

Spend my whole life putting 

on this façade of neatness, 

But now that I know Jesus, I 

boast in my weakness. 

If grace is water, then the 

church should be an ocean, 

Cuz it’s not a museum for 

good people, it’s a hospital 

for the broken. 

I no longer have to hide my 

failures; I don’t have to hide 

my sin, 

Because my salvation 

doesn’t depend on me, it 

depends on him. 

Because when I was God’s 

enemy and certainly not a 

fan, 

God looked down on me and 

said, “I want that man!” 

Which is so different from 

religious people, and why 

Jesus called ‘em fools, 

Don’t you see he’s so much 

better than just following 

some rules? 

(Continued on page 10.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IAhDGYlpqY


  

 

Your  Values Venue for Lunch Meetings  

 
THE KITCHEN TABLE  

(Worker Owned) 
 

A private room or 

Seasonal seating in the garden 

All homemade including 

 entree, side, salad, drink and des-
sert for $8.50 

Thursday’s 11:30-1:00 

Call 314-728-9800  

Or visit us on Facebook  

@ The Kitchen Table  

Turnover 

Hot Braised Chicken, Fried Rice, Crab Ran-

goon, Mandarin  ng 

THE KITCHEN TABLE 

2911 Mc Nair 

St. Louis, MO. 63118 

 

Your Place is Set at The Kitchen Table 

 

Now let me clarify, I love 

the church, I love the 

bible, and I believe in 

sin, 

But my question, is if 

Jesus were here today, 

would your church let 

him in? 

Remember he was 

called a drunkard and a 

glutton by “religious 

men,” 

The Son of God not 

supported self-

righteousness, not now, 

not then. 

Now back to the point, 

one thing I think is vital 

to mention, 

How Jesus and religion 

are on opposite 

spectrums. 

One is the work of God, 

one is a man made 

invention, 

One is the cure and the 

other is the infection. 

Because religion says 

do, Jesus says done, 

Religion says slave, 

Jesus says son. 

Religion puts you in 

shackles but Jesus sets 

you free, 

Religion makes you 

blind, but Jesus lets you 

see.  

This is what makes 

religion and Jesus two 

different clans, 

Religion is man 

searching for God, but 

Christianity is God 

searching for man. 

Which is why salvation is 

freely mine, forgiveness 

is my own, 

Not based on my efforts, 

but Christ’s obedience 

alone. 

Because he took the 

crown of thorns, and 

blood that dripped down 

his face, 

He took what we all 

deserved, that’s why we 

call it grace.  

While being murdered he 

yelled “father forgive 

them, they know not 

what they do,” 

Because when he was 

dangling on that cross, 

he was thinking of you. 

He paid for all your sin, 

and then buried it in the 

tomb, 

Which is why I’m 

kneeling at the cross 

now saying come on 

there’s room. 

So know I hate religion, 

in fact I literally resent it, 

Because when Jesus 

cried “it is finished,” I 

believe he meant it. 

(continued from page 9.) 



11 

 

 

Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

Memorial Gift 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Stewardship Update 

For 8 months 
ending January 2018 

 

         Actual      Budget 

 

Contributions                 $ 35,455          $ 40,666 
Memorials      300             0 
Special Appeals                   2,585                4,000 
Fundraisers       3,305           2,650 
Facilities Rental  3,910    4,852 
Urban Mission Exp.             9,175               8,250 
JNM Utilities  1,200            0 
Interest  233             132 
Parsonage  7,031    7,650 
e-scrip  72           166 

 

 

 

Mission:  5,868 6,415 
Christian Educ./Camp  150 333 
Worship & Leadership     32,562             34,536 
Comm./Evangelism  3,618 3,873 
Hospitality & Insurance      9,628            10,982 
Utilities  8,772     9,010 
Other 2,406 3,003 

 

 

Income:          YTD       YTD 

Other  545    0 

Total Income                $ 63,811          $ 68,366 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses              $  63,004         $ 68,152 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Auhmada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 
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March Calendar 

 

March 1—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

March 3—Saturday 

 1:30 p.m. Fund Raising Committee 

March 4—Sunday  

       9:15 a.m. Adult discussion 

               “The Last Week” 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

March 6—Tuesday 

 6 p.m. Search Committee 

 7 p.m. Benton Park N’hood Assoc. 

March 7—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

      Hope UCC 

     6:30 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

March 8—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

March 10—Saturday 

 1:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee 

March 11—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Adult Discussion 

               “The Last Week” 

     10:30 a.m. Worship 

March 13—Tuesday 

 6:30 p.m. Search Committee 

      7 p.m. Transition Team 

March 14—Wednesday 

  8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  with 

 St. Lucas 

      6:30 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

March 15—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

                               1   2      3  

       4      5   6      7    8   9  10 

     11     12    13    14  15    16  17     

     18  19  20    21    22  23  24    
25     26    27    28    29    30   31 

 

   

March 18—Sunday  

       9:15 a.m. Adult discussion 

                “The Last Week” 

       10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

March 19—Monday 

 6:30 p.m. Church Council 

March 21—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with St. 

     John—Mehlville 

 6 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

March 22—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

March 25— Palm / Passion Sunday 

  9:15 a.m. Adult discussion; end of  

               “The Last Week” 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with communion 

March 27—Tuesday 

 6:30 p.m. Search Committee 

March 28—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany with 

     1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown 

March 29—Thursday  

     7 p.m. Holy Thursday service with 

         Communion 

March 30—Friday 

Mayor Taylor Concert 

April 14, 2018—Epiphany UCC 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 
 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

Read The Enlightener online at 
http://epiphanyucc.org. Click 
“Newsletter.” Archived back is-

sues also available. 

 

Interim Pastor, David Beebe  
President, Rev. Dorothy Gannon  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  

Anne Little, Lauren Verseman 

 

 

 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

March 

Jackie Hudson—1st 

Bob Keller—17th 

Suzette Hudson—22nd 

Eryn Kinnard—27th 

Tina Snedden—27th 

 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    

Our sympathies go to the families of long 

time member, Shirley Bax and a good 

friend of Epiphany, Alice Greenwood. 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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