
  

 

 THE ENLIGHTENER 

 Action at Epiphany 

Epiphany United Church of Christ, St. Louis, Missouri   October 2017 

So much is happening in our world, country, state, city, neighborhood, and 

church. How is God calling you to get involved? Who can you help? Where 

can you show up with your 

presence and gifts? How can 

you DO MORE!? 

 

Jesus did not call us to be 

comfortable and content—but 

instead spoke clearly about 

helping those most in need.  

 

This month’s issue of The 

Enlightener will feature many 

ways for you to get involved! 

Immigration & Sanctuary - Epiphany will host its second Immigrant Options clinic 

and will meet about serving as a sanctuary church. See pages 3, 4, 5, 9.  

Hurricanes - Puerto Rico and other areas have been ravaged by storms. See page 3. 

Police brutality & racial equality - Members of the St. Louis community and clergy 

continue show presence in the streets and throughout the area. See page 10. 

Drugs - A community conversation about the heroin and opioid crisis. See page 10. 

Local issues - The October Christian Education series will address many local 

issues. See page 2.  
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Lectionary Readings 
for  

October 2017 
 

You can deepen your ex-
perience of worship by 
reading the scriptures in 
advance of Sunday. Wor-
ship services are often (but 
not always) based on one 
of the lessons of the week. 

  

October 1 
 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4 

Philemon 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 
October 8 

 
Exodus 20:1-4 

Psalm 19 
Philemon 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 
October 15 

 
Exodus 33:12-23 

Psalm 23 
Philemon 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 22 
 

Exodus 34:1-12 
Psalm 99 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

 
October 29 

 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 1 

Getting to Know Our 
Neighborhood 

 
Throughout the month of October, the Christian 

Education classes will focus on local issues. 
Classes start at 9:15 and all are welcome. Bring a 

friend—or a neighbor! 
 

We will discuss:  
"Where do you see a spirit of Justice and 

community growing in St. Louis?  
How might communities of faith support those 

activities and movements?"   
 

October 1:  Your Legislators 
Alderwoman Cara Spencer – Ward 20 

Alderman Dan Guenther – Ward 9 
Rep. Bruce Franks, Jr. - District 78 

  

October 8 – Benton Park Activists 
Bob and Kristy Unruh 

   

October 15 – Policing 
Former police officer Terrell Carter 

   

October 22 – DACA Students 

TBA 
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Dear Epiphany family,  

As most of you know, Epiphany, in various configurations, has been in prayer and 
discernment and conversation, and finally, in action, regarding participating in some 
aspects of the sanctuary movement in our community.  Scripture commands that we care 
for the aliens and the foreigners among us.  Recently, we were approached about 
allowing a person to have sanctuary in our building, a person who is in need of a safe 
place to live while pursuing legal options to remain with his family in the United States. 
The council regretfully declined this request because, while the council is in agreement 
that this is something Epiphany should be doing, this is not a decision the council can 
make alone.  If we take the step of offering our building as residential sanctuary, it is a 
decision we must own as a body.  

Therefore, this is to announce a special congregational meeting on Sunday, October 8, 

2017, immediately following Sunday worship. The purpose of the meeting is fourfold: 

 To ask Epiphany to vote to declare ourselves a Sanctuary church; 

 To vote to sign onto the "Declaration of Resistance."  (See page 9 for full Declaration.) 

 To vote to affirm Epiphany’s willingness to provide residential sanctuary in the church 
to people seeking options to legally remain in the United States; 

 To vote to approve moving ahead to do functional upgrades to the bathroom upstairs in 
the church office building so that a person could have a hot bath, a functional sink and 
a functional toilet in that space. 

If you have questions about this in advance of the meeting please feel free to talk with a 
council member or Pastor David. 

Faithfully yours, 

Dorothy Gannon for the Council 

                (See page 9 for the full Declaration of Resistance text.) 

The United Church of Christ is sending the first of many grants to church partners in Puerto Rico 

on Friday, to get drinking water, first aid, and fuel to as many people as possible on the hurricane-

ravaged island where life-saving supplies seem to be limited. 

 

More than a half a million dollars has already been donated to the UCC disaster relief fund for 

recovery assistance following Harvey, Irma and Maria, much appreciated gifts that will be used to 

Disaster Relief in Puerto Rico—What is being done, 

what can we do? 

https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/Hurricane+Relief
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(Continued on page 5.)

And Who is My Neighbor? 
In September, Epiphany hosted its first Opciones Para Migrantes (Options for 

Immigrants) clinic. Angie O’Gorman 

has been at the forefront of organizing 

this event, and these are her words the 

day after our first clinic: 

See pages 3 and 9 for information about 

Epiphany becoming a Sanctuary Church. 
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El lunes, 2 de Octubre, 6:30-8:30 

  (Continued from page 4.)

Our Next Clinic is Monday, Oct. 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
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Acoustic 

Evenings  

@ Epiphany 

Epiphany is launching a spring concert series: 
 Acoustic Evenings at Epiphany, in 2018. 

More details are coming soon, but save the dates now for 2018: 

Feb. 17 —Brian Curran of the Dust Covers 
April 14 — Mayor Taylor and Pete Ruthenburg 
May 19 —The Wilhelms (John Wendland and Andy Ploof) 

WHEN:   October 7, 2017— Doors at 6 p.m., Trivia begins at 7 p.m. 

WHERE:   St. John’s Evangelical UCC— 

      11333 St. John’s Church Road; St. Louis, MO 63123 

DETAILS: 8 people per table—$160/table ($20/person) 

     Snacks and soda provided, but you may bring outside food and alcohol 

     Joe Holleman of the Post-Dispatch will emcee the event 

     Cash prizes for top three teams 

     50-50 Raffle, Mulligans, Heads-or-Tails, and much more!   

To reserve a table, contact Wes Buchek  

at 314-200-5334 (text or call) or 

wbuchek@gmail.com 
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The Christian Education Team is again planning to so-

licit and compile reflections to publish into a congrega-

tional Advent Devotions booklet. A sign-up sheet will 

be at church in the narthex following worship on Sun-

day, Oct. 1.  Members and friends of the congregation 

may also receive a list of daily Bible readings and avail-

able dates by emailing or calling Jeanette Mott Oxford, 

isaiah-58@juno.com, 314-776-4483.  

October 1, 8, 15 and 22 – 
Following up on “Faithful 
Presence in Place” from The 
New Parish – we explore 
neighborhood issues from the 
streets around us. See page 2 
for details. 
 
October 29, November 5, 12 
and 19 – 500th Anniversary of 
the Protestant Reformation – 
study booklets from the Still-
Speaking Writers Group have 
been ordered and will be 
available soon 
 
Advent – Lectionary study and 
use of the congregational 
Advent Devotions booklet 
 
January, 2018 – Art as 
Spiritual Exercise 

What has changed and what is vital from the Protestant 

Reformation, 500 years ago this October? Our Adult Dis-

cussion Class on Sunday mornings will explore this ques-

tion, beginning on Reformation Sunday, October 29 and for 

several weeks in November. We will be using a study guide 

from the UCC Still Speaking Writer’s Group. Plan to join us. 

Upcoming Adult Education  

Sunday School Schedule 

Church Retreat 
Saturday, Oct. 14, 9:30 a.m. -  3:00 p.m.  

 
What is “Communion”? What does Jesus have to do with it? How should we come to it?  
Who presides at the Table? What is “Covenant”? What covenants do we have? What is our 
covenant with others? 

These are some of the questions that have been shared among us. Come join us at Epiphany 
UCC to talk about these things. BRING FOOD FOR LUNCH !!  
 
Our guest leader will be Rev. John Bracke, former academic dean of Eden Seminary. 
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If you have a story or  
experience to share in The 
Enlightener, please contact 
Wes Buchek or email it to 
epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com 

Your  Values Venue for Lunch Meetings  

 
THE KITCHEN TABLE  

(Worker Owned) 
 

A private room or 

Seasonal seating in the garden 

All homemade including 

 entree, side, salad, drink and des-
sert for $8.50 

Thursday’s 11:30-1:00 

Call 314-728-9800  

Or visit us on Facebook  

@ The Kitchen Table  

Turnover 

Hot Braised Chicken, Fried Rice, Crab Ran-

goon, Mandarin  ng 

THE KITCHEN TABLE 

2911 Mc Nair 

St. Louis, MO. 63118 

 

Your Place is Set at The Kitchen Table 

From Our Mission Partners... 

Every Child's Hope says, "Thank you for 

your [donation]....  All year long, ECH staff 

works hard to provide hope.  We want our 

children to realize that they can be hopeful 

that they overcome the abuse and neglect 

they have experienced in their young lives.  

We want out young adults to be hopeful 

that they can learn the life skills they need 

to be independent.  We want our families to 

be hopeful that they will succeed.  We are 

able to do this, thanks in part to the 

donations we receive." 

 

The Sentencing Project writes to thank us 

for the Noisy Offering donation.  They write, 

"...we will continue to advocate for a fair 

and effective system of justice.  ....All of us 

at the Sentencing Project appreciate your 

commitment to our work to change the way 

Americans think about crime and 

punishment."   
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DECLARATION OF SACRED RESISTANCE 

 
We are a coalition of interfaith religious leaders and participating congregations, called by our 
shared values to respond actively and publicly to the suffering of our immigrant brothers and sis-
ters residing in the United States. We are deeply grieved by the violence done to families through 
immigration enforcement, including through raids, detention, deportation, and sometimes 
achieved through dangerous collaboration with local law enforcement. We cannot in good con-
science ignore such suffering and injustice. 

We stand together in our faith that everyone, regardless of national origin, has basic common 
rights, including but not limited to: 1) livelihood; 2) family unity; and 3) physical and emotional 
safety. We witness the violation of these rights under current immigration policy, particularly in the 
separation of children from their parents due to unjust deportations, and in the exploitation of im-
migrant workers. 

As people of faith and good will, we pledge to: 

 Resist policies that target and deport millions of undocumented immigrants and dis-
criminate against marginalized communities. 

 Work alongside our friends, families, and neighbors to ensure the dignity and human 
rights of all people are honored and respected. 

 Educate and activate our congregations, organizations and affiliate groups, to listen, 
amplify and respond to the voices of immigrant leaders, and to speak out against the discrimi-
nation of any and all marginalized people. 

 Accompany our community members, congregants and neighbors facing deportation, 
and those impacted by detention, deportation, and family separation. 

 Collectively be prepared to provide sanctuary to an immigrant and their family, provid-
ing them with a means to continue to resist their deportation while hosted in a safe space for 
their body and spirit, the ability to remain with their family and community, and a public plat-
form to proclaim their prophetic message regarding just and humane immigration policy. Many 
of our congregations will participate in a supportive ministry to those able to offer sanctuary 
directly, and we firmly resolve to DO SOMETHING. 

The below-signed congregations, organizations, and leaders have chosen to stand with and sup-
port immigrants and their families facing deportation, revealing the actual human costs of current 
immigration policies. We believe this movement reveals the face of the immigration crisis. We 
share their grief at the separation of children from their parents due to unjust deportations. We 
join their call for the moral awakening of the nation and share their commitment to protect immi-
grants against hate, discrimination and deportation. We covenant to assume these responsibili-
ties and actions as an apt vehicle for living out our shared values in the current historic moment. 

In addition, because each of our traditions value love, justice, and dignity, we extend this invita-
tion to all Greater St. Louis Area faith communities, to join in forming a broad multi-ethnic and in-
terfaith coalition assuring sanctuary, solidarity and safety for our immigrant sisters and brothers. 
Please contact Sara@IFCLA.net to become a part of this movement. 

(continued from page 3.) 



  

 

A Community Conversation 
About The Heroin  
and Opioid Crisis 

ALL are welcome  
to attend and participate! 

Saturday, October 7, 2017,  

12:00-2:00 p.m. 

Grace United Church of Christ 
4025 Wilmington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63116 

Speakers Invited Include: 

 Missouri House of  
Representative Fred Wessels 

 Brandon Costerison  
with NCADA/MO-HOPE 

 Joe Brennan with  
St. Louis-HOPE 

 And others 

Moderator:  

Christopher Guelbert MSN, RN 

Since Sept. 15, when  police officer Jason 

Stockley was not convicted of murdering 

Anthony Lamar Smith, St. Louisans have 

taken to the streets with protests nearly every 

day since. Activists, clergy, community 

leaders, and hundreds of citizens have taken 

part in these actions to speak out against 

police brutality and for the equality of black 

lives in our community.  

Those who wish to participate in these public 

actions should follow the Expect Us page on 

Facebook for details on upcoming events:  

https://www.facebook.com/FrontLineA1/ 

On Sept. 29, Rev. Darrell Gray (above) was attending a 

peaceful protest when police attacked him. His glasses 

flew off his head, and when he yelled for someone to get 

them, a police officer smashed them. Rev. Gray spent the 

night in jail and was released on Sept. 30. Rev. Gray has 

attended many protests since police officer Jason Stockley 

was not convicted of murdering Anthony Lamar Smith 

https://www.facebook.com/FrontLineA1/
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Thank You 

Friends of the Congregation 

For Special Financial Gifts 
 

Dale & Debra Parson 

 

Breakfast at Epiphany: 

St. John Evangelical UCC 

St. Lucas UCC 

 

July Appeal: 

Shirley & Paul Godt 

Margaret Zapf 

Norma Klemme 

Ailene Liebman 

 
 Stewardship Update 

For 3 months 
ending August 17, 2017 

 

         Actual      Budget 

 

Contributions                  $ 14,796          $ 15,249 
Memorials  0              0 
Special Appeals                    1,060                1,500 
Fundraisers       0                    0 
Facilities Rental  1,430     1,737 
Urban Mission Exp.            8,375                 8,250 
JNM Utilities  1,200             0 
Interest  53               48 
Parsonage  2.296    2,869 
e-scrip  33             61 

 

 

 

Mission:  2,029 2,346 
Christian Educ./Camp  0 126 
Worship & Leadership     13,346             12,730 
Comm./Evangelism  1,783 1,528 
Hospitality & Insurance      3,009              2,859 
Utilities  3,071     3,378 
Other 1,675 1,950 

 

 

Income:          YTD       YTD 

Other  650    0 

Total Income                $ 29,893          $ 29,714 

 

Expenses: 

Total Expenses              $  24,913         $ 25,917 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:   Gail Auhmada 

2nd Sunday:  Lois Yatzeck  

3rd Sunday: Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Dorothy Gannon & 

                       Jeanette Oxford 

   

USHER SCHEDULE 
1st Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

2nd Sunday:   Wes Buchek 

3rd Sunday:  Will you sign up? 

4th Sunday:   Will you sign up? 

5th Sunday:   Wes Buchek 
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October Calendar 

 

 

October 1—Sunday 

  9:15 a.m. Christian Education 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

October 3—Tuesday 

 7 p.m. Benton Park N’Hood Association 

October 4—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  (Hope 

                     UCC) 

 6  p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

October 5—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

October 7—Saturday 

 6 p.m. Trivia Night @ St. John, Mehlville 

October 8—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Christian Education 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 11—Wednesday 

 8:30 p.m. Breakfast at Epiphany  

     (St. Lucas UCC) 

 7 p.m. Transition Team 

October 12—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

 October 14—Saturday 

 9—3 Retreat in Fellowship Hall 

 Communion, Clergy & Covenant 

October 15—Sunday 

  9:15 a.m. Christian Education 

 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

October 16—Monday 

 6:30 Church Council 

  

 
   S  M   T  W   T   F   S 

   1   2      3      4       5   6      7 

   8   9  10 11    12    13    14   

     15     16  17    18 19  20    21   

     22  23  24    25 26     27    28 

     29     30    31 

October 18—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany (St.  

                     John—Mehlville) 

 6 p.m. Meditation / Prayer Group 

October 19—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

October 22  - Sunday  

      9:15 a.m. Christian Education 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 25—Wednesday 

 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at Epiphany 

 (1st Congregational UCC @ Wydown) 

October 26—Thursday 

 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m. The Kitchen Table 

      5—8 p.m. Neighborhood Accountability 

       Board in Council Room 

October 29—Sunday 

 9:15 a.m. Christian Education 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Benefit Epiphany by participating in a 

Trivia Night on Saturday, October 

7th at St. John’s Evangelical UCC, 

11333 St. John’s Church Rd., Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m. Questions at 7:00. 

+ + + 

Saturday, October 14th  

Retreat in Fellowship Hall -

Communion, Leadership and   

Covenant   

9:30 a.m.—3 p.m.  Pot luck lunch 



 

 

 

 

Members who cannot be with us but 
would love to hear from you! 

 
John DeClue #529925 H.U.-9-B-11 

Farmington Correctional Center 
1012 W. Columbia 

Farmington, MO 63648 
 

Shirley Bax 
Beauvais Manor Nursing Home 

3625 Magnolia Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110 

 

RaeKwon Kinnard 
raekinnard@gmail.com 

 

David Hon 
2005 Frenken St. 

Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 

Joan Kernebeck 
c/o Altenheim 

5408 S. Broadway, # 584 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

 

Read The Enlightener online at 
http://epiphanyucc.org. Click 
“Newsletter.” Archived back is-

sues also available. 

 

Interim Pastor, David Beebe  
President, Rev. Dorothy Gannon  
Vice President, John Scott 
Secretary, Doug Kaufman 
Treasurer, Linda Paglusch 
Asst. Treas, Chris Heckendorn 
Financial Secretary, Dorothy Gannon 
Acct. Payable, Jeanette Mott Oxford 
Council Members: Donna Schaeffer,  
Anne Little 

 

 
 

Building Care, Gail Ahumada  
Choir, Dorothy Gannon 
Christian Educ. Chair, Lois Yatzeck 
Church Office, Anne Little 
Enlightener Editor, Wes Buchek 
Hospitality and Usher Coordinator,  Wes Buchek 
Safe Church Coordinator, Jennifer Everett  
Musician, Peter Ruthenburg  

 

 

 

 

October 

James Coley—10/4 

Donna Schaeffer—10/5 

Christopher May—10/7 

David “id” Hon—10/8 

Jazelle Chapman– 10/14 

Delbert “Del” Miller—10/15 

Tony Bimslager—10/21 

Larry Gaines—10/31 

ANNIVERSARY Fred Hudson & John 
Scott  - 10/30 

MINISTERS AT EPIPHANY    
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

  9:15 A.M. Christian Ed. 

10:30 A.M. Worship 

 

TELEPHONE:  (314) 772-0263  

 

EMAIL:  epiphanyucc.1@juno.com ,  

or epiphany.adm.assist@juno.com                                                                       

 

WEBSITE:  www.epiphanyucc.org 

 

 
 

Our Purpose:   We love God by:  Accepting and affirming all, fostering 

growth, and working for social justice. 

Our Commitments: 

We are “Open and Affirming” – welcoming people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into church life and leadership.   

We are a “Just Peace” Church – seeking to bring peace by working for so-

cial justice. 

We are a “Whole Earth” Church – committed to caring for creation and 

bringing a ‘green’ consciousness to our living. 

We seek to become a “Multicultural” Church – celebrating the diversity of 

racial and ethnic traditions. 

 

WE SEEK TO BE MULTI-CULTURAL AND  

ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 

Epiphany United Church of Christ  
2911 McNair Avenue   
St. Louis, MO  63118   
       
Return Service Requested  
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